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Background
M.A. Hindu Studies

An M.A. in Hindu Studies typically involves an in-depth exploration of the religion,
philosophy, culture, and history of Hinduism. The curriculum generally includes the study of
key texts such as the Vedas, Upanishads, epics like the Mahabharata and Ramayana, and other
significant scriptures and commentaries. Courses cover various schools of Hindu philosophy,
such as Vedanta, Samkhya, and Yoga, as well as the practices, rituals, and diverse traditions
within Hinduism.

Students often engage in the study of Sanskrit, as it's the primary language of many Hindu texts.
The program also explore the historical development of Hinduism, its interactions with other
religions, and its impact on art, literature, and society. Additionally, contemporary issues, such
as the role of Hinduism in the modern world, its diaspora, and its interaction with global
religions, are commonly addressed.

Programs also involve comparative studies with other religious traditions, courses on the Hindu
aesthetic and performing arts, and opportunities for fieldwork or research projects. The course
aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of Hindu thought and practice, equipping
students with the tools for scholarly research, teaching, or other professional applications

related to Hindu Studies.

Objectives of the Course

The objective of an M.A. in Hindu Studies course is typically to provide an in-depth
understanding of Hindu traditions, philosophies, texts, practices, and their historical and
cultural contexts.

o To offer a broad and deep exploration of Hindu beliefs, practices, scriptures, rituals, and
philosophies, including the study of key texts such as the Vedas, Upanishads, Bhagavad

_ Gita, Ramayana, and Mahabharata.

o To develop skills in critical thinking, textual analysis, and interpretation of primary
sources. This includes understanding the historical development, cultural contexts, and
contemporary relevance of Hindu traditions.

e To examine the historical evolution of Hinduism from ancient to modern times,
including its influence on Indian society, art, politics, and its interactions with other
religions and cultures.

e To integrate perspectives from history, philosophy, literature, anthropology, and
religious studies, providing a multidisciplinary approach to understanding Hindu
traditions.

o To train students in research methodologies specific to the study of Hinduism, enabling
them to contribute to academic scholarship through research, publications, and
presentations.

e To explore the role and impact of Hinduism in contemporary issues, such as
globalization, environmental cthics, gender roles, and social justice.

o To provide insights into the global spread of Hinduism and the experiences of the Hindu
diaspora, examining how Hindu traditions are practiced and adapted in various cultural
contexts.
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Eligibility criteria for the programme for Indian and International

 students Minimum criteria are 55% or 2.2/4.0 GPA or equivalent Grade Point
Average (GPA) in Undergraduate Degree.

° Students from any stream i.e Humanities/ Sciences/ Engineering/ Management/
Law etc. can apply for the programme.

e Ageno bar.

Career opportunities

An M.A_in Hindu Studies opens up a wide range of career opportunities in various fields,
including academia, research, cultural preservation, education, and social work., Gradu_a_les can
leverage their deep understanding of Hinduism, its philosophy, and its cultural traditions to
pursue roles in both traditional and contemporary settings.

e Teaching Hindu Studies, Religious Studies, Indology, Philosophy, or related subjects
at universities, colleges, and institutions.

e Conducting advanced research in Hindu philosophy, history, culture, or comparative
religion. This can involve working for academic institutions, think tanks, or research
organizations.

o Pursuing a Ph.D. in Hindu Studies, Indology, or related fields, leading to advanced
research positions or academic leadership roles.

e Working with cultural organizations, museums, or government bodies to advise on
Hindu art, literature, traditions, and rituals.

= Overseeing religious programs, managing temple activities, and promoting spiritual and
cultural engagement within Hindu communities.

e Working with organizations that promote Hindu culture, interfaith dialogue, or social
development based on Hindu ethical principles.

* Applying principles from Hindu ethics and spiritualj
family counseling, or community development,

»  Working with religious organizations, go
and cooperation between different religi

» Serving as a cultural ambassador,
culture in international forums, embassies

e Working in museums, heritage sit g
and promote Hindu art, architectur

e Managing collections of Hindu te
archives.

*  Offering insights into Hindu traditions for media, film, or corpor.
a deep understanding of Indian culture and religjon.

These career paths not only offer personal growth but also provide o

_ : _ ' vl pportunities to contribute
to society by promoting Hindu philosophy, traditions, and ethics in a wide range of professional
contexts.

ty in fields like mental health,

vernments, or NGOs to promote understanding
ous communities.

€, and religious practices.

Xts, manuscripts, and cultural artifacts in libraries or

ate projects that require

Note: The medium of instruction and examination for the course would be Hindi and English
glish.
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Programme Education Qutcomes (PEQOs)

The Programme Education Outcomes (PEOs) of an M.A. in Hindu Studics would typically
focus on providing students with a deep understanding of Hindu philosophy, texts, traditions,
and their contemporary relevance.

PEO Description o ‘

PEO-1 Develop a comprehensive knowledge of key Hindu texts such as the Vedas,
Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita, Ramayana, Mahabharata, Puranas, and
Dharmashastra.

PEO-2 | Cultivate an understanding of the diverse schools of Hindu philosophy (e.g..
Vedanta, Samkhya, Yoga, Nyaya, Vaisheshika, Mimamsa) and their implications
in shaping Hindu thought such as Dharma, Karma, Moksha and their relevance to
contemporary ethical debates.

PEO-3 Enhance critical thinking and analytical skills in the interpretation of Hindu texts,
traditions, and their varied commentarial traditions.

PEO-4 Develop research skills for academic work in Hindu Studies, including textual
criticism, comparative analysis, and the application of modern academic theories.

PEO-5 Foster personal growth and self-awareness by engaging with Hindu spiritual
traditions, practices of meditation, and philosophical inquiry.

Qutcome of the Programme

A student with a MA degree in Hindu Studies shall -

PO Description
PO-1 Develop a good understanding of foundational principles underlying Hindu
spiritual traditions and culture.
PO-2 Demonstrate an in-depth understanding of the key Hindu scriptures, including
the Vedas, Upanishads, Smritis, Epics, and Puranas.
PO-3 Exhibit a comprehensive grasp of the major schools of Hindu philosophy
(Vedanta, Samkhya, Yoga, etc.) and their core teachings.
PO-4 Develop skills in interpreting primary Hindu texts, applying hermeneutical
techniques, and understanding commentarial traditions.
PO-5 Analyze sacred texts within their historical, cultural, and philosophical |
contexts, offering both traditional and contemporary interpretations. \
, R —— ]
PO-6 Articulate Hindu ethical concepts such as Dharma, Karma, and Moksha, and |
analyze their application in contemporary issues such as morality, justice, and |
environmental ethics.
PO-7 | Engage with debates on the relevance of I hﬁdﬁ@gm in the modern world.
including discussions on spirituality, well-being, and the human condition
"y s|Page
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PO-8 Demonstrate awareness of the historical evolution of Hinduism, its divcr§ity
of practices, and its relationship with other religious and philosophical
systems.

PO-9 Understand the role of Hindu traditions in shaping art, culture, rituals, and
social institutions throughout history.

Programme Specific Qutcomes (PSOs) ‘
The Programme Specific Outcomes (PSOs) of an M.A. in Hindu Studies focus on the unique,
discipline-specific knowledge and skills that students will acquire through the program. These

outcomes highlight the specialized areas of learning within Hindu Studies and their practical
applications.

PSO Description

PSO-1 Attain a deep understanding and critical interpretation of foundational Hindu scriptures,
including the Vedas, Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita, Ramayana, and Mahabharata.

PSO-2 Demonstrate expertise in specific commentaries and interpretations of these texts from!
various philosophical traditions within Hinduism.

PSO-3 Gain comprehensive knowledge of key Hindu philosophical systems, including Advaita

Vedanta, Vishishtadvaita, Dvaita, Samkhya, and Yoga, and their relevance in both

historical and modern contexts.

Critically analyze the similarities and differences between various schools of Hindu

thought and their influence on spiritual and intellectual traditions.

PSO-5 Achieve proficiency in reading and interpreting classical Sanskrit texts, enabling direct
engagement with primary sources,

Evaluate the application of Hindu ethical principles such as Dharma, Karma, and A himsa

Lo contemporary social, political, and environmental issues.

PSO-7 Understand the influence of Hinduism on modern

feminism, and human rights, as well as i

Yoga, mindfulness).

PSO-8 Demonstrate the ability to conduct independent research

utilizing appropriate methodologies such as textual cri

comparative philosophy.

PSO-9 Contribute to academic discussions through original research. presentations, and
publications on key issues in Hindu philosophy, history, and culture.

PSO-10 Develop expertise in a specific area of Hindu Studies, such as Vedanta, Yoga, Tanga_,a
Bhakti traditions, preparing for advanw

ng in that specialization.

PSO-4

PSO-6

movements like environmentalism,
s contribution to global spiritual practices (e.g.

on topics within Hindu Studies,
ticism, historical analysis, and
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Postgraduate Attributes
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Postgraduate Attributes for an M.A. in Hindu Studies reflect the qualities, skills, and
competencies that graduates are expected to possess by the end of their program These
attributes describe not only academic and intellectual development but also personal and ethical
growth.

o Graduates will possess a deep and nuanced understanding of Hindu philosophy,
scriptures, rituals, history, and culture.

« They will be proficient in analyzing and interpreting major Hindu texts, such as the
Vedas, Upanishads, Gita, and epics.

« Graduates will have strong critical thinking skills, allowing thcm to cvaluate
philosophical ideas, ethical principles, and religious practices in Hinduism.

« They will be able to engage with complex academic discussions, using both traditional
and modern frameworks to critique and analyze Hindu thought.

« Graduates will be adept at conducting independent research in the field of Hindu
Studies, utilizing primary and secondary sources, critical methodologies, and academic
rigor.

o They will have experience in academic writing, presenting research findings, and
contributing to scholarly discussions through papers and publications.

o Graduates will have a strong grasp of ethical and moral teachings in Hinduism,
including concepts like Dharma, Karma, and Moksha, and their application to
contemporary social and personal issues.

« They will understand the importance of these teachings in shaping ethical behavior,
personal integrity, and social responsibility.

o Graduates will have proficiency in classical languages such as Sanskrit, enabling them
to engage directly with primary Hindu texts.

o They will be skilled in translating, interpreting, and analyzing Sanskrit texts,
contributing to their broader understanding of Hindu thought.

« Graduates will possess excellent communication skills, both in writing and speaking,
enabling them to convey complex ideas about Hindu philosophy, culture, and history to
diverse audiences.

« They will be able to present their ideas clearly and effectively in academic, professional,
and public settings.

These attributes aim to ensure that M.A. Hindu Studies graduates are not only academically
competent but also ethically grounded, culturally aware, and ready to contribute meaningfully

to society in both scholarly and practical capacities.

Qualification Descriptors

Qualification Descriptors for an M.A. in Hindu Studies outline the academic standards, levels
of achievement, and competencies that students must demonstrate to earn the degree. These
descriptors provide a benchmark for the knowledge, skills, and attributes associated with the
qualification.
o Depth of Knowledge: Graduates will have a comprehensive and deep understanding of
?inq[g s‘cripuju;es, philosophies, traditions, and historical developments. This incltrdcs
amiliarity with primary texts like the Vedas, Upanishads gavad G1ta, « -anas
as well as secondary literature and commcntarigl tl'adi(io;ihac“ e

71Pag—e

e g




Philosophical Systems: They will possess detailed knowledge of major Hindu
philosophical schools, including Vedanta, Samkhya, Yoga, Nyaya, and others, along
with an ability to compare these systems critically.

Contextual Awareness: Gradualtes will understand Hinduism in its historical, social, and
cultural contexts, including its interactions with other religious and philosophical
systems.

Critical Thinking: Graduates will demonstrate the ability to critically evaluate ideas,
arguments, and interpretations related to Hindu philosophy, rituals, and cultural
practices.

Problem-Solving: Graduates will use their philosophical knowledge to address
contemporary issues, applying Hindu ethical principles such as Dharma, Karma, and
Ahimsa in problem-solving.

Research Skills: Graduates will be capable of independently designing and conducting
research in the field of Hindu Studies. They will be skilled in using both primary sources
(e.g., scriptures, commentaries) and secondary academic literature.

Methodological Proficiency: Graduates will demonstrate proficiency in various
research methodologies, including textual criticism, historical analysis, comparative
philosophy, and sociocultural studies.

Academic Writing: Graduates will have the ability to write clearly and coherently,
producing well-structured academic papers, essays, and research reports on topics In
Hindu Studies.

Putlic Engagement: They will be able to communicate complex ideas about Hinduism
to both academic and non-academic audiences, using language appropriate to the
context. This includes presenting research at conferences or delivering lectures.
Multilingual Skills: Where applicable, graduates will demonstrate proficiency in

Sanskrit and/or other relevant classical languages, enabling them to en gage directly with
Hindu texts.

These qualification descriptors define the standards and expectations for students completing

an M.A. in Hindu Studies, ensuring they are well-prepared for academic, professional, and
personal success in their chosen field.
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Scheme of Programme

Hindu Studies

Semester 1

Cou Course | Cou L}TI P LLT |P Z"l_”dl. MARIES
o Title - (Hrs) | Credits ST TTE [P1 | PE Total
Cod ID f 1
‘ —
Core Course(s) \
CC- | Understandi | 251/ |3 [1 |- |3 |1 |-[4 30 |70 |- |- 100 ‘
01 ng HS/C \
Hinduism: C101 |
Core
Concepts
and
Believes -1
CC- | Dharma 251/ |3 |1 |- |3 |1 4 30 [70 |- - 100
02 And Karma | HS/C
Vimarsa C102
CC- | Introductio | 251/ |3 |1 |- [3 |1 -4 30 |70 | - - 100
03 n to the HS/C
Rﬁmﬁyana Cl103
Discipline Specific Elective Courses
DSE- | g 251/ (2 |1 |- |2 ]1 -3 25 {50 |- - 75
0l - HS/D
I S101
Multidisciplinary Course(s)
MDC Ry 25118 (2 |- |1 |2 |- 13 15 135 |5 20 | 75
-01 KT/
rE-1 MDI
01
Ability Enhancement Course(s)
AEC- | zragifis [ 251 |1 [L|o |1 ]1 Jol2 15135 |- |- Ts0 |
0l ) HS/A
qEPA-1 gy
Value-added Course(s) T
VAC- | Upanishad | 251/ |1 |1 [- T Ts Erm
P T[l mﬁ 35 |- : 50
01 and Geeta | HS/V | i J |
(VAC) Al . ‘ |
SR S | ] | |
Total _‘—22 — 1 —
Cred ‘ 1
its T ‘ ‘
w | L TP ] |
X 9| Page
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Semester 2

Course Title Course,l_,l Tl P Ll T Pk"l-'otar _@_B—KS
ID (Hrs) | Credits I [T1 [TE| PI | PE | Total
Cre
dits
Core Course(s)
[ CcC-4 | Introduction [ 251/H |3 | 1 | - 301 |-] 4 30 | 70 | - - 100
f to the S/CC2
.‘ Vaidika- 01
Literature
CC-5 | Introduction | 251/H |3 |1 | - |3 1 |- 4 30 | 70 - - 100
to the S/CC2
Mahabharat 02
a
CC-6 Hindu 251/H |31 | -3 1 | - 4 30 | 70 - - 100
Darsana and | S/CC2
Traditions 03
Discipline Specific Elective Courses
DSE-2 Praman 251H |21 | - | 2 1 |- 3 25 | 50 - - 75
Siddhant S/DS2
01
L Multidisciplinary Course(s)
’MDC—2 Jyotish 251/S (2101|210 |1 3 15 | 35 5 20 75
[ Shastra -2 KT/M
‘ D201
Ability Enhancement Course(s)
AEC-2 mm 251/8 1|1 - | 1 - 2 15 35 - - 50
. KT/A
| Fpd-2 | g
Skill Enhancement Course(s)
| SEC-I TR 251 H [ 11| - |1 1 |- 2 5
3 20 5 2
i S/SE2 d A
arEARTET 01
‘ Total 2
Credils | N
i Lo/
EVEAAN «V
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Semester 3

Course Course |Cours [L|T|P|L | T |P z“‘“d'm MARKS ‘
Code Title elD (i) Credits TI TE | PI PE | Total 7
Core Course(s) i
c-7 Understandi | 25UH |3 |1 |- [3 [1 |- |4 30 [70 [- |- 100
ng S/CC3
Hinduism: 01
Core
Concepts
and
Believes - 2
CC-8 Punajanm, | 251/H |3 |1 |- 3 01 - |4 30 70 |- - 100
Bandhana S/CC3
and Moksa 02
CC-9 Introduction | 251/H |3 |1 |- 3 |1 - 14 30 70 - - 100
to Allied S/CC3
Concepts of | 3
Hindutva
Discipline Specific Elective Courses
DSE-3 Hindu 251/H (2|1 |- |2 |1 -3 25 50 |- - 75
Thinkers S/DS3
01
Multidisciplinary Course(s)
MDC-3 | Basic 251/ |2 |1 |- 2 |1 -3 25 50 |- £ 75
Principles | KT/M
of D301
Ayurveda
Ability Enhancement Course(s)
SEC-2 Basic Skills | 251/H | I |- | |- 112 5 20 5 20 | 50
for S/SE3
Research 01
Paper and
Dissertatio
n
Skill Enhancement Course(s)
VAC-1 Indian New |- E 12 T35 T2 T30 —
Kavya: Paper
Tradition
L/ and ‘
I e ]
11| Page
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[ . il - i T T ] ‘
Literary r { I ﬁ—ﬁ! 5
Heritage ;
|
(New
Course)
Seminar J
Seminar 251/H 2 15 |- 35 |- ][50
S/SM3
01
Internship/Field Activity# J
Internshi 251/H 4 - - 30 70 100
p/Field S/TN30
Activity 1
Total 28 i
Credits ‘ '
Semester 4
Course Course |Course |[L|T|P | L | T [p] Total MARKS
Code Title | ID _ Credics
(Hrs) Credits TI TE PI PE Toral
Core Course(s)
CC-10 Vada [251/HS/[3 [1 [- [3 [1 |- |4 30 170 |- [ Ti00 |
Parampara | CC401
CC-11 | Applicabilit [ 251/HS/[3 [1 |- |3 |1 |- |4 30 (70 |- - Tioo
y of CC402
Western
Methods
for
Understandi
ng Indian
Texts...
‘—J_JR 1]
Discipline Specific Elective Courses —  ——— ——— 1
DSE-4 Tantrigam 251/HS/ [2 |1 TWT*_J\_.NE 25 T |
a- vimarsa | DS401
S S N R S B
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|l Coursey | | 1 | I [ 1 ] I S I
Multidisciplinary Course(s)
"MDC-4 | Artof asisK 21 - [2 ] |-]3 25 [s0 [- [- [75
Balanced | T/MD4 1 [
Living 01 f
Ability Enhancement Course(s) S ‘
|
AEC3 | g | 251HS/|1[1 [- |1 [1 -2 15 [35 |- |- |30 {
. AE401 | |
sfepe-3 |
|
Community Engagement/Field Work/Survey/Seminar
Seminar 251/HS 6 50 0o [- [150 |
/SM40
1
Total 22
Credits |
|
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Coursc Course Title CourseID (L |T |P (L |T P | Cre | MARKS

15T SEMESTER
M. A HINDU STUDIES
CORE COURSE PAPER 1

dit
(Hrs) Credits " I'TT [TE [PI | PE

Understandin | 251/HS/C [3 [1 [0 |3 |1 0 |4 30 |70 |0 0
g Hinduism: | C101
Core

Concepts and
Believes -1

Course Description:

This unit introduces students to the meaning, historical evolution, and geographical dimensions
of the term ‘Hindu’. It examines the development of Hindu civilization through major historical
phases including the Vedic, Epic, Classical, Medieval, and Modern periods. The unit explores
the conceptual distinctions between Hindu, Hindutva, and Sanatana Dharma from historical,
cultural, and philosophical perspectives. Special emphasis is laid upon understanding Hindu
vaan-D_rstj as a holistic worldview encompassing dharma, spirituality, ethics, harmony, and
cosmic order. The course further analyzes the continuity and adaptability of Hindu traditions
across time. Students shall also engage with the civilization
idenuty. The unit seeks to cultivate an informed and criti
living and evolving tradition.

al and cultural foundations of Hindu
cal understanding of Hinduism as a

Course objectives:

After completing this unit, students will be able to:

I Understand the historical origin, geographic
‘Hindu’,

2. Examine the major historical periods of Hindu civilization
contributions.

3. Differentiate between Hindu, Hindutva, and Sanitana Dh
philosophical contexts.

4. Analyze the concept of Hindu Jivan-Drsti and its cthic
dimensions.

5. Develop a comprehensive understanding of Hinduism ag
tradition.

al context, and evolution of the term
and their intellectual
arma in historical and
al, spiritual, ang cultural

a dynamic civilizational
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Unit-1 Understanding Hinduism-1
o Understanding the term 'l lindu': it's historicity and geography
o Key pertods: Vedic, Upajivya, Laukik and Modcern.

o Distinction between Sanatana, Hindu and Hindutva.

e [lindu Jivan-drishti

Unit-2 Hindu Scriptures
o Introduction to the 18 branches of knowledge (4 Vedas, 6 Vedangas, 4 Upangas, 4
Upavedas) with their respective Acharyas.

e Upanishads: Major doctrines (Brahman, Atman, Moksha)

e General Introduction to Puranas.
Unit-3 Foundations of Hindu Identity

o Importance of Gau, Ganga, Guru, Grantha and Gayatri
e Tattva/Atma across traditions and underlying unifying themes

o Position of the women in Bharat; Ardhanariswara concept.

o Principles of Sakti and Prakrti.

Unit-4 Major Propounders of Modern Hinduism

Dayanand Saraswati

e Ramakrishna Paramahansa & Vivekanand
s Aurobindo Ghosh

S. Radhakrishnan

Recommended Readings:

S. Radhakrishnan — The Hindu View of Life

Gavin Flood — The Truth Within: A History of Inwardness in Christianity, Hinduism,
and Buddhism

R.C. Zaehner — Hinduism

Klaus Klostermaier — A Survey of Hinduism

Patrick Olivelle (trans.) — Upanishads, Dharmasastra, Bhagavad Gita

A.L. Basham — The Wonder That Was India

= —

> v e L

Course Outcomes:

Identify and explain the key historical phases in the development of Hinduism, from the Vedic
period (o modern times. Analyze foundational Hindu texts (Vedas, Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita.
Epics, and Puranas) and their interpretations i different historical contexts. Interpret and
critically engage with core philosophical concepts such as Brahman, Atman and moksha

15| Page




Instructions for External Examiner:

There will be a total of five questions in this question paper. The ﬁrst. question will :;c
compulsory, carrying 14 marks, and will be based on the entire syllabus. This question may ; c
objective or subjective in nature. The remaining four questions will be asked ‘fmm dlﬂ_"cr(.nf
units of the syllabus, and each question will carry 14 marks. Internal choices w1‘ll be available
for each question. It will be compulsory for the students to answer all five questions.

TOTAL MARKS: 70 (TE) TIME: 3hr

Question Number Marks

Question Number 1(compulsory) | 14 Marks

Question Number 2 14 Marks
Question Number 3 14 Marks
Question Number 4 14 Marks
Question Number 5 14 Marks
\
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1" SEMESTER
M. A HINDU STUDIES
CORE COURSE PAPER 2

L

Course | Course Title Eoﬁ?sc?Di'q T [P [L [T [P [Cre [MARKS

Codc : dits e — -
(Hrs) Credits TI | TE i Pl EPL | Total

CC-2 Dharma And | 251/HS/10 |3 |1 [0 |3 |1 0|4 30 |70 (0O O i 100

|
Karma 2 '
Vimarsa J

Course Description:

This course explores the philosophical, ethical, and practical dimensions of the concepts of
Dharma (righteous duty) and Karma (action and its consequences) as found in Indian
know'edge traditions. Through a study of classical texts such as the Bhagavad Gita,
Manusmyti, Mahabharata, and key dar§anas (especially Mimamsa and Vedanta), the course
aims to provide students with a deep understanding of how these concepts have guided
moral behavior, social order, and spiritual progress in Indian civilization. It also encourages
critical thinking about the relevance and reinterpretation of these concepts in contemporary

life.
Course Objectives:

e To introduce students to the foundational meanings and interpretations of Dharma and

Karma in Indian philosophy.
e To examinc the role of Dharma and Karma in shaping ethical decision-making, personal

responsibility, and societal roles.
o Toexplore how different Indian philosophical schools (e.g., Mimamsa, Vedanta, Nyiya)

interpret these concepts.
e To develop an ability to critically engage with traditional and modern debates on duty,

action, free will, fate, and justice.
e To reflect on the contemporary relevance of Dharma and Karma in addressing issues of
personal ethics, social justice, and professional conduct.

Unit 1: Dharma: Definitions and meanings

e Delinttions and meanings of Dharma (mahabhérata, manusmrti, vaiSesika sulra,
bhagavadgila- samkarabhasya- upodghita, definations in Sramana traditions)

o  Distinctions between Dharma and Religion, Pantha and Mazahab

e Types of Dharmas: Pravrttimulaka and Nivrttimilaka

e Role of Dharma i Human life.

17| Page
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Unit 2: Dharma as the Orpganizing Principle:

» Vaidika and Sramana Traditions and Sri Guru Grantha Sahiba ]I
°  Vamasrama Dharma and Choice
¢ Raja-Dharma

*  Samaja-Dharma, Swadharma and Apad-dharma
Unit 3 Karma
> Karma: Definition and Understanding

e Karma, Vikarma and Akarma (Bhagavadgita 4.16 with Samkarabhasya)

Six Karmas. Nitya, Naimittika, Praya$citta, Upisana, Kamya and Nisiddha
« Niskdma and Sakima Karma

Unit-4 Relation between T§vara and Karma

*  Definition of T$vara : Yoga-Siitra (1.24-27), Nyaya and Vedanta
» Karma- Phala, Prarabdha
e Samskira

Suggested Readings:

1. &9 AT @1 sfagm, drdn s I IS Ry TEUH, @A 3795 =
2019, HeaH HEaioT|

2. Tomegd Shaw & waew i @, Rearfarg e, ST g, R
2013

4.ﬁa-aﬂa'naa’ﬁh'ﬁmwhn,3ﬂﬂﬁ&?ﬁmmﬂ,éhﬁ%aamn?ﬁ
T HE TR, TF, Troreerns, 2014

5. AETaEsT, ey (Rl A |ia),

6. HH ANATET (Hindu Philosophy of Ethics), ater amameg oo, a% gag 2065]
7. Sanatana Dharma‘ An Advance Text Book of Hindy Reli i ;

Annie Besant, The Theosophic
8. Dharma, the categon

, AT (TSTEAT), 3r7est

Ty, MWW, Fag 2065

=

gion and Ethcs. Bhagwandas and
al Publishing House, Madras, 1940, ) B

al Imerative, edited by: Ashok Vohra
: i - ’ a, Arvind Sharm;
9. Mrinal Miri, DK 7 Prmlwotld_ New Delhi, 2005. nd Sharma,

10. Social & Pohucal Implications of Conce
Mittal Publicaions, Delhi. 1986
I'l. Hindu View of Life, by Sarvepalli R

Pts of Justice and Dharma, Chousalkar Ashok S

adhakrishnan, New Delhi: HarperColling 2012
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Course Outcomes:

Students will develop a nuanced understanding of the concept of Dharma in Hindu
philosophy, including its historical, scriptural, and cthical dimensions.

o Analyze various interpretations of Dharma i Hindu texts such as the Vedas,

Upanishads, Smrus, and the Mahabharata.
+ Apply the concept of Dharma to contemporary issucs, rccognizing its rolc in social,

personal, and cosmic order.

 Gain an in-depth understanding of Karma theory and its interrelated principles of cause

and effect, including Sanchita, Prarabdha, and Agami Karma.

Instructions for External Examiner:

There will be a total of five questions in this question paper. The first question will be
compulsory, carrying 14 marks, and will be based on the entire syllabus. This question may be
objective or subjective in nature. The remaining four questions will be asked from different
units of the syllabus, and each question will carry 14 marks. Internal choices will be available
for each question. It will be compulsory for the students to answer all five questions.

TOTAL MARKS: 70 (TE) TIME: 3hr
Question Number Marks
Question Number 1{compulsory) | 14 Marks
Question Number 2 14 Marks
Question Number 3 14 Marks
Question Number 4 14 Marks
Question Number 5 14 Marks

N ooy
g
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15T SEMESTER
M. A HINDU STUDIES
CORE COURSE PAPER 3

Course Title Course ID

FC rc

{MARKS
dits

[TT

Credits

Introduction

251HS/C (31 Jo [3 |1 o |4 70 |0 |0
C103

Ramayana J

30

|

1 [TE ’l‘pT’i*FE [ Total

100

» O 411

|
SRR |

|
|

|

Course Description:

This course introduces students to one of the most influential epic texts of Indian literature —
the Ramayana. Through a close reading of selected passages from Valmiki’s Ramayana and
Tulsidas’s Ramcharitmanas, the course explores the narrative structure, key characters, ethical
dilemmas, and philosophical dimensions of the epic. Students will engage with comparative
perspectives, examining how different retellings shape cultural, spiritual, and social meanings.
The course also highlights the life values, dharma, and moral teachings embedded in the epic
and their relevance in contemporary contexts.

Course Objectives:

To introduce students to the historical and literary contexts of the Ramiyana
To analyze the narratives, themes, and characters of the epics.

* To explore the ethical, philosophical, and social questions posed by these texts
e To understand the influence of the epics on Hindu society, culture, and religious
practice.
o To compare the two epics in terms of structure, themes, and impact.
Unit 1: Overview of Ramayana
e Ramayana: Texts with divine origins.

The popularity and relevance of Ramayana

Ramayana as one of the two source-books (Upajivya) for much of Indian Literature

Ramayana and folk traditions

Unit I1 : Ramayana: A Comparative and Ethical Perspective

Comparative study of Valmiki Ramayana and Tulsidas's Ramchariim
Ramayana as Civilization-text
The concept of Bhakti, Yoga and Ishvar in Ramayana

anas

20{page
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Unit 111: Key Themes of Ramayana

e Maryada Purusottama Rama
* Rama-Rajya
o Lifc values and cthies in Ramayana

Unit I'V: Characters of Ramayana

e Major Characters and their Symbolism: Rama, Laksmana, Bharat, Sita, Hanumina
o Stri-vimarsa: Anasuya, Ahilya, Kaikeyi, Kausalya, Mandodari, Sita, Swayamprabha,
Tara, Trijata, Urmila, Sabari elc.

Recommended Readings:

]

7
8
9

Many Ramayanas: The Diversity of a native tradition in South Asia, ed. Paula Richmann,
University of California Press, 1991

The Ramayana Tradition in Asia ed. Shin' ichi Yoshinaga and Jan E.M. Houbcn
Ramayana, C. Rajagopalachari, Bharti ya Vidya Bhavan, 20 13

Shri Ramacharitamanasa of Tulsidasa: The Holy Lake of the Acts a/Rama, RC Prasad,

MLBD.

A socio-political study of the Valmiki Ramayana, Ramashraya Sharma, MLBD, 1986
The Ramayana: Its Impact on Human life, Dharmendra Shastri, Vidyanidhi Prakashan,
Delhi, 20 11

A socio-political study of the Valmiki Ramayana, Ramashraya Sharma, MLBD, 1986
The Ramayana of Tulasidasa, F.S. Grouse, MLBD

Essence of the Fifth Veda, Gaumag Damani, MLBD.

10 aresfar TAROT AT 9 IR 2021

Course Outcomes

A tier the completion of the course the students will-

o Understand the diversity and variations in Ramayar;ia literature

e Appreciate the cultural and literary significance across Bharatya history
e Explore ethical ideals of Maryada Puru~ottama Rama

o Analyse the influence on contemporary arts and literature

e ,
‘\”\ / 21| Page



Instructions for External Examiner:

There will be a total of five questions in this question paper. The first question will be
compulsory, carrying 14 marks, and will be based on the entire syllabus. This question may be
objective or subjective in nature. The remaining four questions will be asked from different
units of the syllabus, and each question will carry 14 marks. Internal choices will be available
for each question. It will be compulsory for the students to answer all five questions.

TOTAL MARKS: 70 (TE) TIME: 3hr

Question Number Marlks

Question Number 1(compulsory) | 14 Marks

Question Number 2 14 Marks
Question Number 3 14 Marks
Question Number 4 14 Marks
Question Number 5 14 Marks
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M. A HTINDU STUDIES
INT SEMESTER
COURSE- DSE-1

Course Course Title CourseID | L [T | P [ ('I‘ P {(‘ru ;M/\RKS

‘ [ dits |

(Irs) Credits [ | TI | TE Pl | PE | Total
S S R | - . l S
' MMS/D |2 |1 |0 0 | |50 1 ( ( 75
W(—{ Z‘Sl 2 l ] ) I 3 ’ 25 50 | ) )
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T IRTFHE IedehA 34 faeanidiat & fau R frar mar & Seg a¥ed amor &
TN FET & FHHT 3EET HEPl SHHII, Uealdel qUT AFT-TAAT H HURHEF
A WIS TS, IErEl IR enagiRe Afafafat & Aewd @ uoe e 2
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3.1 OTeT AR, HIcHATEH, THEHTCH]
3.2 THRGUT- ACHABI: (TTHTARIC:), Forehi: (HASTCHI:), TSR
(s1chTer:), eheers:(darde:), Rfafagesr: (FFHTawTaE)|

' <

TEYGRT- TUHTE:, HETATET:, JTATE: |
qAAGT- Uehddeld], Cfaadad, SgaaeH|
3.3 UTaa:- TSRy UTTEIToT-

WEATle:- 93, for@, =@el, 1A, 77, @ie, d¢, &4, o, &, HI, 7, o, &,
g¥, ¢, uq, M=), ¥, FY, 76, 76, 39 (3T0), &, 54, I, U, 9T,
W, g, ®e, o, Ay, g, 3, @9, 59, @y B, 3%, /7, 99, @
&Tel |

IcAAYTE:- o8, AGETH, Y, Tg, U4, 387, 3§, HFY, 7Y, Id, A, =g,
I, M| HATCHS:- 3, )

RIS - 2

1. e TRAT- Iu7, 3@0e, 0T, gefw, &Y, sy, WEY, JHidsd]

SH>AAGITE - HAUT:, HeAAeh:, Wed#H, S¢edd, SIdH, TcaH,
UTcq-Yea afer: | foaerafey:- faaeTe:, A= 3, 3, |, O, ¥

3Ea:, T A, T IHAATA S|

2. WATH:- hoel:, FCAAIT:, TCLEY:, FHURY:, gfa);, Igaife:, gee:|

3. FREH- Fdl, HH, HUT, GFIEH, FAUEH(TFIY), JAAFIoT, FFar=|

4. IU9EANTFd:-

o N, 3, 39, 39T, IRa: W, ufa, R, {am..... IraY
AEGIRS

o ¥o#, 4T, €A, WE, WHH, AYH, THA............ o9 gl

o FH:, T, &I, FUET, oA (FALATY)........ BLE

o faam afg:, WA, @A AR g

°© A, T, TBA:, A, SfEOT:, IeA:unennn RIER T
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6. T -

- - L a 7 ('—l
(F) FURT: - Fq, FAqd, Fqdr, eqq, JHeA, A, AAT, vy, facl, o

SENRH 31}“3{‘ uqel, SRACE]

()

aeiayer:- AQY, adqY, &1, 3% (§F), U, od, dd, o, ST

(M ENve:- 8y, th 7|
7. CTAN- (VAR 3, 79, Wer, Tder, dar, yed, @, ¢, T,
WEW:, INH, HRHT, Aeade)

FHIS - 3:

(Fcagarf)- @, awfo, uq)

(JTEATATR) - 33, PR, Uearg:, MaLTHA|
(FRnarR)- sa: goaer:, anra: afore, e, afe:|
(ToVerarT)- wafcas, sregwas, e, s

(Frderanf)- smeq, aremy, 3|

(FFaTaTarf)- fohed, grer, 3mdewn, 3, Id-ddl
|IRIAT 3e7g- g4, o, a1, fd)

© HEhd UegEfodt # areEer HauRomst & R ($363/God,

JeAT/Soul, FHSH, &3/ Religion, 9fa-geail/Husband- Wife 3caife)

o 3T 3 39, 719, fa, w, 9, 3@, 39, 97, 3
o TIsT- fAAvurHFEES |
» &I HIEIEIN- AGHAIOT U, aa‘razr Fean: (A fasa)

west 7

1. JEAAEHIA, HiheeT efaady, faeafacarea yewee, femened s ois,
aRIoTErT 2210011

2. IfdicHieael, SEATAG AT, TIGFT AR T, e, aryorey
2210011

3. wEpd ¥ fer, e GATEY Adaela, TSI Ws qew, SRl e B
f&=er 1100061

4. s FEICATERI, FFEIEE- AR FAR, T FAR AF, THATY =,
faRrse H¥Fa 3reaas $og, A Ae® favafaegrer, s
ficacs | desh uw-395, Fade arh, 7% Reel-110015, 2014

5. @Eharedl A aregaRdde fAeUled, SOTaceRoT e, A aiftey TeRTRIT,
SlgTaNG, TATRISA, 19971
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An Easy grammar of Sansknt, S.B. Datar, Pub-Keshav Bhikaji Dhawale, Maharashtra,

Sanskrit for English Speaking People, Ratnakar Narale, Pub, Prabhat Prakashan, New

1. feandt Zgamry R #1 ® 1 § 9o, fowa 3K degd el &7 ey

ITUROT FA A H&TH gl

2. Rt wEpa 1 A@ UeqrEel Ud VAT HRAFADT F1 GHT T Fha|
3. mﬁmmmﬁmmm?wmmw

fa@AToT FX Feha|

4. faeardf wXe HEgd 1€y, 9eh T HINAT F1 3 FAGE IR 3P IHefarg

FA H F&TH g

5. Taeamdl HEpd HINT i WiEepias U4 dleftes WEmr & Hged H TAG Fehal|
6. facamdl F¥Fpd & IT0 T HLTT g MazTh NF MR fashfaa

Hehdl|
Ty wiers & fav @

A

[ &

3 WA 9T H Fo 4 T g UgeeT HiAad  ghem, e 14 30 g, 3R 9%
FFQOT UISAHA W HTUTRA G| Tg YA a¥dfdco 30ar eaigaduish F6a&9 1 g
THAT &1 AT 3 9 GreawA I AT sHEAl @ 9 e aur ulE w12
HH F RN G A F HeaRF fAeT 3ucey Wl Rt # o a”
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oAl &1 3T a1 Hieard g
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Cours | Course Title | Course |L|T/P|/L|[T |P C_re Mg_ 7 F
; » Credits | Y [T1 [T [PI [P | Total
Code (Hrs) E E | —
|
CC4 | Tntroduction | 251/HS/ [3] 1[0 |31 [0|4 |30 [70]0 |0 | 100 |
to the CC201 |
Vaidika- |
Literature |

SEMESTER-II
M. A HINDU STUDILS
CORE COURSE- PAPER -1

Course Description:

This course offers a foundational overview of Vaidika (Vedic) literature, the earliest and most
revered body of texts in the Indian knowledge tradition. It introduces students to the four Vedas—
Rgveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda, and Atharvaveda—along with their associated components:
Samhitds, Brahmanas, Aranyakas, and Upanisads. The course focuses on the historical
development, literary structure, thematic content, and philosophical insights of Vedic texts. It

also discusses the relevance of Vedic knowledge in the contexts of ritual, cosmolog
and metaphysical inquiry.

gy, language,

Course Objectives:

To mntroduce the origin, structure, and classification of Vaidika literature.

To familiarize students with the content and purpose of the four Vedas and their fourfold
divisions—Sarihila. Brahmana, Aranyaka, and Upanisad.

To examime key themes such as rta (cosmic order), yajiia (sacrifice), mantra (sacred
utterance), and moksa (liberation) as they appear in Vedic texts.

To trace the evolution of Vedic thought from ritualism to philosophy, especi
the Upanisadic tradition.

To enable students (o appreciate the liter

To provide an ntroductory platform for
and Indian intellectual history.

ally through

ary and linguistic features of Vedic Sanskrit
further studies in Vedic philosophy, Vedangas.

Unit 1: Overview and Importance of the Vedas

® Defimtion and Meaning of the Veda

e Importance of the Vedas in Hindy Tradition
Structure and Classification of the Vedas. M
e Concept ol Veda $ikhi

as éﬁslrmpmlnﬁnu

antra and Brihmana
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t 2: Samhitia-Sihitya
e Rgveda: Division (mandala and astaka krama), [ymns, Dcitics and Samgathana
Sukta (10.191)
e Yajurveda: Importance, Rituals, Sacrifices and divasamkalpa sukta
Samaveda: Structure, Content, Musical Aspects and Chanting in simaveda
e Atharvaveda: Structure, Content (Magical Hymns) and Practices

Unit 3: Braihamana-Literature

e Brahmana Literature- Meaning, Division, Subjcct-matter | Yajna,
Paiicamahiyajiia; Akhyana (Sunahéepa, Vanmanas)}

o Aranyaka Literature- Meaning and Importance
Upanisad Literature: Definition and Division

e Vedangas: Siksﬁ; Kalpa; Vyakarana; Nirukta; Chandas; Jyotisa

Unit 4: Importance of Upanisada-Literature (jiinakianda) and Teachings

e Subject-matter and main concepts with special reference to the following
Upanisads ; $a; Katha; Kena; Brhadarnyaka ; TaittirTya; Svetasvatara

o Importance of the Commentarial Tradition: Commentary of Sankaracarya
(Sankarabhasya)

o Upanishadic Influence on Later Indian Philosophy and Spirituality

e Relevance of Upanishadic Wisdom in Contemporary Thought

Suggested Readings:

o e TIRSIT (WU 1-2), FATHAT FIUHT HERIS, A TUT FSUT Tegeht
FehIRIA HEAT, 2022

o dfew @ity & IrdraeAs sfagw, 3. e facareer, R
W IFIcHY, TusRErE, 1991

. iRF TR T3 TR, 3 FRORT gRAd), RrataaeT g,
aIIoTET, 2000

o dfcw wfecd IR TEPld, Foed 39Tedry, Aner Afee, Fl, 1958

e Vedic Mythology (Vaidika Devashastra), AA Macdonell, MLBD, Delhi, 1962

Course Outcomes:

o Students will identfy the four Vedas-Rgveda, Yajurveda, Simaveda. and
Atharvaveda-and their respective components: Samhita, Brahmana, Aranyaka, and
Upanisad.

T 29| Page




They will explain the purposes of each section and its contribution to the development
of Vaidika thought.

Students will contextualize the origin of the Vedas within the early Indo-Aryan
civilization, understanding their historical, cultural, and religious significance.

° Students will explore key philosophical ideas from the Upanisads, such as Brahman,
Atman, Karma, and Moksa.

Instructions for External Examiner: There will be a total of five questions in this question
paper. The first question will be compulsory, carrying 14 marks, and will be based on the entire
syllabus. This question may be objective or subjective in nature. The remaining four questions
will be asked from different units of the syllabus, and each question will carry 14 marks.

Internal choices will be available for each question. It will be compulsory for the students to
answer all five questions.

TOTAL MARKS: 70 (TE) TIME: 3hr

Question Number Marks

Question Number 1(compulsory) | 14 Marks

Question Number 2 14 Marks
Question Number 3 14 Marks
Question Number 4 14 Marks
Question Number 5 14 Marks
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Cours | Course Title | Course | L T|P[L| T [P Cre

SEMESTER: Il

M. A HINDU STUDIES
CORE COURSES, PAPER-2

~ MARKS

; i Credits | M "T0 [T [PI [P | Total
Code (Hrs) e el
'CC5 | Introduction |251/1S/ [3[1[o |31 Jol4 [30]70 0 lo 100

to The cC202

|
\
|
|
I

Mahabharata f

i

|
-

Course Description:

This course offers an introduction to the Mahabhdrata, one of the greatest epics of Indian and
world literature. Students will study the epic not only as a monumental narrative of dynastic
conflict but also as a profound exploration of dharma (righteousness), ethics, politics, and
human psychology. Special attention will be given to key episodes such as the Bhagavad Gnia,
the game of dice, and the exile of the Pandavas. The course will also explore the role of
characters like Krishna, Arjuna, Draupadi, Bhishma, and Karna, highlighting their moral
dilemmas and philosophical choices. The impact of the Mahabhdarata on Indian culture, art,
and religious thought will be discussed, encouraging students to critically reflect on its enduring

relevance.

Course Objectives:

To identify and summarize the main narratives and key episodes of the Mahabharata.

To discuss the core themes and philosophical concepts (e.g., Dharma, Karma, Moksa,
Rajadharma, Apadharma) explored in the texts.

To appreciate the literary and storytelling aspects of the epics.
To recognize the cultural and historical influence of the Mahabharata.

To engage in critical thinking and discussion about the contemporary relevance of
these ancient texts.

Introduction to the Mahabharata

The period of Mahabharata: Textual and traditional sources, as well as modern data.
Calendar (samvat) of Yudhishthira (yugabda), Krishna and Kali

Structure (Parvans) and its vast scope.

Key lineages: Kauravas and Pandavas.

Mahabharata as one of the two source-books (Upjivya) for much of Indian literature,
and arts (folk, classical, and contemporary art)

(}-,v\\w— / 31| Page




Unit 2: The core story of Mahabharata.

e Dharma and Samsara: 10 stories about 10 Lakashanas of Dharma: Dhrit
(Gangavataran), kashma (Vasistha and Viswamitra) dama (Yayati and Puru), Astcya
(Yudhishthira- Yaksha samvada), Saucha (the tale of golden mongoose), Indriyanigraha
(dhanna vyadha's upadesa), Dhir (Savitri), Kali Vidya (tale man-tiger-snakc-elephant

from Stri Parva), satyam (Hariscandra/Satyakama), akrodha (the story of Parikshita and
his insult to Risi Samika)

Unit 3: Overview of Mahabharata

® Adi Parva (Selections): The ancestries, birth and education of the princes.

® Viduraniti and Bhagavadgita
* Rajdharma, and rajaniti: Santiparva
o Geography of Bharata-varsa.

Unit 4: Stri-vimarsa

® Stri-vimarsa in Mahabharata: Draupadi, Gandhari, Hidimba, Jambavati, Kunti, Madrn,

Rukmani, Satyabhama, Satyavati, Sikhandi

Recommended Readings

© The Mahabharata and the Yugas: India's Great Epic Poem and the Hindu System of
World Ages, Luis Gonzalez-Reimann, MLBD, 2010

e Mahabharata, C. Rajagopalachari, Bhartiya Vidya Bhavan, 2010

Moral Dilemmas in the Mahabharata, Sima! Krishna Maulal, MLBD

®  On the Meaning of the Mllhabharata, V.S. Suthankar,

e Vidura Niti (Mllhabharata Udyogaplirva), Gita Press, Gorakhpur

e The Bhagavadgita (with Sanskrit text and English translation), Gita Press, Gorakhpur

Rajadharma in Mahabharata with special reference to Santi Parva, Priyanka Pandey,
D.K. Printworld, MLBD

e The Women of the Mahabharata, Badrinath Chaturvedi, Orient Bl
e Mahabharata, C. Rajagopalachari, Bhartiya Vidya Bhavan, 2010

o Ifram, ?l’ma'g‘( (Gita Press, Gorakhpur): HETHNT (Mahabharata).

o Ma9E, MW (Gita Press, Gorakhpur): s#gsraganar (Shrimad
Bhagavad Gita).

ack.Swan, 2008

Learning Outcomes
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After the completion of the course the students will

Gain a comprehensive understanding of the Mahabharata's: context through textual

sourcces.

Appreciate the complexity and enduring influcnce of the Mahabharata on literature and

arts.

Explore the principles of dharma and their narrative applications.

Understand the Mahabharata's significance in shaping Bharatiya identity, including its

portrayal of governance and ethics.

Instructions for External Examiner: There will be a total of five questions in this question
paper. The first question will be compulsory, carrying 14 marks, and will be based on the entire
syllabus. This question may be objective or subjective in nature. The remaining four questions
will be asked from different units of the syllabus, and each question will carry 14 marks.
Internal choices will be available for each question. It will be compulsory for the students to

answer all five questions.

TOTAL MARKS: 70 (TE) TIME: 3hr
Question Number Marks
Question Number 1(compulsory) | 14 Marks
Question Number 2 14 Marks
Question Number 3 14 Marks
Question Number 4 14 Marks
Question Number 5 14 Marks
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Cours | Course Title | Course Ll T’ P L[ T |P|Cre MARKS
E.‘odc = Crolin | TI ('r {PIJP ‘fTotal
N | (Hrs) . E | E|
CCo Hindu 251/HS/ |31 (0|31 |0|4 3070 |0 [0 | 100
Darsana and CC203
Traditions

SEMESTER: I
M. A HINDU STUDIES
CORE COURSES, PAPER-3

Course Description:

This course offers an in-depth exploration of the major philosophical systems (dar$anas)

of the Hindu tradition. It covers both Aastika (Vedic-affirming) schiools—Nyaya, Vaiéesika,
Sankhya, Yoga, Mimarnsa, and Vedanta—and touches upon their interaction with nistika
systems such as Buddhism and Jainism where relevant, The course provides a thematic study
of epistemology, metaphysics, ethics, and liberation (moksa) as developed in these systems.

Students will engage with both primary texts (in translation and/or original Sanskrt

passages) and secondary scholarly interpretations. The course encourages comparative analysis
and critical reflection, aiming to understand the continued relevance of Hindu dar$anas in
contemporary philosophical discourse and spiritual life.

Course Objectives:

To familiarize the students with the salient features of main schools of Hindu
Philosophy.

To impart knowledge of origin and development of philosophical thought of Hindu
culture in its all aspects i.e. metaphysics-, cosmology, epistemology, logic and ethics.
Understand the core philosophical categories in Indian thought: pramana (means of
knowledge), prameya (objects of knowledge), atman (self), brahman (ultimate reality),
prakrti-purusa (nature and spirit), karma (action), and moksa (liberation).

Compare and contrast the metaphysical and epistemological positions of different
dar$anas, such as dualism (Sankhya), non-dualism (Advaita Vedanta), and realism
(Nyaya-Vaisesika).

Evaluate the relevance of darsanic frameworks in interpreting ethic

al 1ssues, spirttual
practices, and Indian cultural traditions.
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Course Contents

Unit: I Hindu Darsana: An Introduction

L]

Introduction of the Terms - Dar$ana, Aanvikshiki and Tattva-vidya
Introduction of Vaidic Darsana, thewr founders, main texts and thinkers
Salient Features of Hindu Darsana

Unit: 11 Carvika, Jain and Bauddh Traditions

Carviaka Philosophy: Rejection of Transcendent Entitics, Theory of Knowledge
(Epistemology)

Jaina Dharma: Concept of Reality: Sat (Reality), Dravya (Substance)

Guna (Quality), Paryaya (Modes/Modifications), Jiva (Soul), Ajiva (Non-soul),
Anekantavada (Doctrine of Non-Absolutism), Syadvada (Theory of Conditional
Predication), Nayavada (Doctrine of Partial Standpoints), Theory of Knowledge
(Epistemology)

Bauddha Dharma (Buddhism): Four Noble Truths (Catvan Aryasatyani), Astangika
Marga (Eightfold Path), Pratityasamutpada (Dependent Origination), Ksanabhangavada
(Theory of Momentariness), Anatmavada (Doctrine of No-Self)

Schools of Buddhism: Vaibhasika, Sautrantika, Yogacara, Madhyamika

Unit: 11l Nyaya, Vaisesika, Samkhya and Yoga Darsana

Nyidya Darsana: Prama and Aprama, Theories of Pramana: Pratyaksa (Perception),
Anumina (Inference), Upamana (Comparison), Sabda (Verbal testimony), Prameya and
its kinds

Vaisesika Darsana: Concept of Padartha and its kinds, Asatkaryavada (Theory of non-
existence of the effect in the cause) Kinds of Karana (Causes): Samavay: Karana
(Inherent cause) Asamavayi Karana (Non-inherent cause) Nimitta Karana (Efficient
cause) Paramanukaranavada (Theory of atomic causation)

Sankhya Dars§ana: Prakrti and its evolutes, Nature of Purusa, The three Gunas: Sattva,
Rajas, and Tamas, Satkaryavada (Theory of the pre-existence of the cffect in the cause)
Yoga Darsana: Definition of Yoga, Cittabhiimi (States of mind), Cittavriu
(Modifications of mind), Klesas (Afflictions), Samadhi and 1ts types, Astinga Yoga
(Eightfold path of Yoga), the concept of Kaivalya

Unit: I'V: Purva Mimamsa, Uttara Mimamsa (Vedanta)

Piirva Mimamsa: Hermeneutics of Vedic Sentences, Concept of Dharma, Theory of
Bhavani, Sabda-nityatvada (Doctrine of the eternality of words), Theory of Pramina
and its kinds, Kumarila and Prabhakara schools of Mimamsa

Uttara Mimamsa (Vedinta):
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; : (T tween Brahman and
(1) Advaita Vediinta (Snnkm'ﬂ): Brahman and Atman, Relation between Brah é

Atman, three levels of reality, Adhyisa (superimposition), Miya, Vivartavada (Theory

of apparent transformation), Jivanmuk(a (liberated while living), Moksa (liberation)
(i) Visigtadvaita Vedinta (Riminuja): Saguna Brahman (Brahman with attributes),
Refutation of Maya, Bhakti and Prapatti as means of liberation, Brahma-Parinamavada

(Theory of real transformation of Brahman)

References:

Essential Readings:

1.

TR A, ARAT G ot 3R sreeher, A s,
IRIoTE, 2013

2. glon e RAwgr, R g 9 sk, AT SR, e, 1993
3. 3HY Ay, HRAT |, s S, e e, 3.y, 1957
4. QAT (ATUETER), 3F. SHIFT T R, ThaFer ez,

aRIvTHY, 2022

5. M. Hirlyanna, Outlines of Indian Philosophy, Motilal Banarasidas, Delhi, 1997

6. M. Hiriyanna, The Essentials of Indian Philosophy, Delhi, Motilal Banarasidas, 2015

7. Chatterji Satish Chandra, Datta Dhirendra Mohan , An Introduction to Indian
Philosophy, Delhi, Motilal Banarasidas , 2015

8. Dasgupta, Surendranath, A History of Indian Philosophy (Vol. I, II), Delhi, Rupa
Publications India. 2018

9. Sharma, Chandradhar, A Critical Survey of Indian Philosophy, Delhi, Motilal
Banarasidas, 2013

10. A History of Indian Philosophy, Surendranath Dasgupta, Motilal Banarsidas
Publications, Delhi, 2022

1. Indian Philosophy, Jadunath Sinha, Motilal Banarsidas Publications, Delhi, 2024

12" Indian Philosophy, S Radhakrishnan. The Macmillan Company / George Allen &
Unwin Ltd, New York and London, 1927

Learning Outcomes:

The students will be able to understand: Tl
thought which sprang from Vedas (
Vedas (Nastika darsana).

The peculiar path of the evolution of a philoso
textual frame of Sutra, bhashaya, vartika,.

The rational, polemic

1e origin and development of philosophical
astika darsana) and which developed apart from

phical system in Hindu Dharma in the

al and intellectual rigour of Hindu Darsana

as different from
Philosophy.

The nature of philosophic
down
in different schools of Hindu Parampara

al problems ¢.g. ontological, epistemological, and moral laid
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Instructions for External Examiner: There will be a total of five questions in this question
paper. The first question will be compulsory, carrying 14 marks, and will be based on the entire
syllabus. This question may be objective or subjective i nature. The remaining four questions
will be asked from different units of the syllabus, and each question will carry 14 marks.
Internal choices will be available for each question. Tt will be compulsory for the students to
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answer all five questions.

TOTAL MARKS: 70 (TE) TIME: 3hr
Question Number Marks
Question Number I(compulsory) | 14 Marks
Question Number 2 14 Marks
Question Number 3 14 Marks
Question Number 4 14 Marks
Question Number 5 14 Marks
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M. A HINDU STUDIES
SEMESTER: 11

DSE-2

Cours Course Title Course l‘l 'l‘j'l’ LT ’-I’ Cre ' MARKS

: S S - —| dits | e
- = Credits | " P | Total
il SN mry | | | gl ||
'DSE- | Pramana- 251/ 121 o211 Tol3 0 |75

2 siddhanta DS201

Course Description:

This course offers a critical study of the epistemological foundations of Indian philosophy
through an in-depth exploration of Pramina-siddhianta- the theory of valid knowledge. It
focuses on the four essential elements: Pramatr (knower), Pramina (means of knowledge),
Prameya (object of knowledge), and Prami (valid knowledge). The course investigates the
definitions, classifications, and philosophical debates surrounding different pramanas such as
perception (pratyaksa), inference (anumana), comparison (upamana), postulation (arthapatu),
non-cognition (anupalabdhi), and verbal testimony ($abda).

Special emphasis is given to the concept of $abda-§akti (power of words) and its
components-abhidha, laksana and vyafijana. Tl

validity (pramanya)-intrinsic (swatah-prama
discussed in major dar$anas such as Nyaya,
explores the contemporary relevance and pr
language, and epistemology.

1¢ course also examines various theories of
nya) and extrinsic (paratah-pramianya)- as
Mimamsa, Vedanta, and Buddhism. Finally, it
actical applications of pramana theory in logic,

Course Objectives:

* To introduce the fundamental conce

prameya, and prama.

To classify and analyze various pramanas recognized by different philosophical schools.

e To understand the theories and mechanics of sabda-pramina, with focus on sabda-saku
and its components.

pts of Indian epistemology: pramatr, pramana,

To explore the debates on the nature of pr

intrinsic vs. extrinsic validity.

To compare and contrast the treatment of praman

Mimamsa, Advaita Vedanta, and Bauddha Darsana.

e To apply principles of pramina theory
hermeneutics, logic, and cognitive studies

e To cultivate critical thinking and

knowledge systems.

amanya (validity of knowledge), including
as in schools such as Nyiya,
to- contemporary fields such as linguistics,

philosophical reasoning grounded in traditional Indian
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Unit |

e Definition of Prama and Pramana, understanding Pramana Sidhhanta

e Bhartiya model of textual analysis : Pramata, Pramana, Pramcya, and Prama
Unit I

e Nature, definition, method, and limits of different types of Pramanas
e Pratyaksa, Anumana, Upamana, Sabda, Anuplabdhi and Arthapatti

e Swatah-pramanya, and Paratah-pramanya

Unit 111

e Sabda-sakti: Abhidha, Lakshna, Vyanjana, and Tatparya

o Applications of Pramanas in contemporary texts of Natural Sciences, Ayurveda,
Jurisprudence and Social Science.

e Application to contemporary texts

Recommended Readings

e A Modem Introduction to Indian Logic, SS Barlingay, National Publishing House,
1965

o A Critical Survey of Indian Philosophy (English), Chandradhar Sharma, MLBD, New
Delhi, 1979 *

o The Six Ways of Knowing, D M Datta, University of Calcutta, 1998

o Tarka Samgrah of Annambhatta, Dayananda Bhargav, MLBD, New Delhi, 1978

o Word and its meaning: A new perspective, K. N. Chatterjee, Chaukhamba Publication,
Varanasi

e Kapoor, Kapil. Language, Linguistics and Literature: The Indian Perspective (selected
parts)

Recommended/Essential Readings:

1. Matilal, Bimal Krishna, Perception, An essay on Classical Indian Theories of knowledge,
Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1986
2. Dasgupta, Surendranath, A history of Indian Philosophy, Vol. 1, Motilal Banarsidass, 2018
3. Bilimonia, Purushottama, sabda-pramana, Word and Knowledge, D.K.Printworld, 2008.
4. Singh, Pradyuman Shah, Anuman Pramana, Bharatiya Vidya Prakashan, Delhi, 2008
5. Verma, Ashok Kumar, Saral Nigman Tarkashastra, Motilal Banarsidass, 2015.
6. Jain, Dharmchand, Baudha Darshan ke Pramukh Siddhant, RG Group, Baudh Adhyayan
kendra, Jayanarayan vyaas Vishwavidyalaya, Jodhpur, 2019
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7. Joshi, maya, Pramana - Dharmakirti and the Indian Philosophical debate, Manohar
Publishers and Distributors, 2012. ¢
8. Raja, Kunjunni K, Indian Theories of meaning, Adyar Library Rescarch cvcntre, 1963
9. PT, Raju, The Philosophical Tradition of India, Motilal Banarsi P .T., Raju, The i
Philosophical Tradition of India, Motilal Banarsi das, Delhi, 1992 )
10. Warder,A K., A Course in Indian Philosophy, Motilal Banarsi das, _ £
11, Sharma, Chakradhar, A Critical Survey of Indian Philosophy, Motilal Banarsidass, 2022 =
12, Devraaj, Dr. Nanda Kishor, Bharatiya Darsana, Uttar Pradesh Hindi Sansthaan, Lucknow, c
2002.
-
Learning Qutcomes
After the completion of the course the students will- L.
® Understand pramai;ia and its role in knowledge acquisition :‘;
° Apply text analysis methods to interpret texts a
* Analyse Sabda-sakti for enhanced linguistic and textual analysis -
Instructions for External Examiner: There will be a total of 4 questions in this question -
paper. The first question will be compulsory, carrying 14 marks, and will be based on the entire .
syllabus. This question may be objective or subjective in nature. The remaining 3 questions -~
will be asked from different units of the syllabus, and each question will carry 12 marks. ;
Internal choices will be available for each question. It will be compulsory for the students to &
answer a total of four questions.
L
: L
 TOTAL MARKS: 50 (TE) TIME: 2hr N :
-~
Question Number Marks - ;
-
Question Number I(compulsory) | 14 Marks -
T)uestion Number 2 12 Marks & :
_—__———-—_—_\____—_‘_‘—_\__\_
Question Number 3 12 Marks p
Bueslion Number 4 12 Marks
|
-
g
,\Jv\\’u
N oY -
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SEMESTER: II
M. A HINDU STUDIES
CORE COURSES, PAPER -1

Cours| CourseTitle |Course |L|[T[P[L| T [P|Credii —  MARKS

l s —1—
o = (Hrs) | Credits | = |TI |TE |PI [PE  Total
CC-7 | Understanding 251/HS/C |3 |1 {0 |3 |1 |0]4 30

Hinduism: Core C301
Concepts  and
Beheves -2

70 [0 |0 100

Course Description:

This course offers a comprehensive and critical study of Hinduism—one of the world’s most
ancient, diverse, and complex religious traditions. It explores Hinduism's historical
development, foundational scriptures, key philosophical systems, ritual practices. sectarian
movements, and its role in shaping Indian society and global spirituality.

The course emphasizes both theoretical understanding and lived expressions of Hinduism—
from Vedic sacrifice and temple worship to contemporary movements and reformers. It
encourages critical and comparative perspectives, making it suitable for students of philosophy,
religious studies, Sanskrit, and cultural history.

Course Objectives:

By the end of the course, students will be able to:

o Understand the historical origins and chronological development of Hinduism from the

Vedic period to the modern era.
o Identify and evaluate key concepts such as time, triguna, chaturyuga,
in different textual and philosophical contexts.

maya, and atman

e Crtcally study the emergence and evolution of major sects such as Shaivism,

Vaishnavism, and Shaktism.

o Engage with the lives and teachings of major bhakti saints and modern reformers such

as Swami Vivekananda, Dayananda Saraswati, and Mahatima Gandhi.

e Evaluate the social, cultural, and political dimensions of Hinduism in both traditional

and contemporary contexts

Unit-1 Hindu theology:

e Purushartha Chatushtaya in Hindu philosophy
o Concepts of [shvar and Avaltara

o  Sharvism, Shakt and Vaishnavism

Y %’vj\w (
¥

SL.\ :—\'G:\ﬁ/ 7
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nit-2 ( oncepts of Time (Kala):

Cyclical ume vs. hinear time

Four Yugas: Satya, Treta, Dvapara and Kali Yuga

Prakriti (Nature or matter) and Gunas: Sattva (purity), Rajas (activity), Tamas (inertia)
Maya () - Hlusion or Cosmic Power

Unit-3 Hindu society and culture:

Organization of society in Varna and Ashram
Role of Gurus and Ashramas
Temple Traditions: Concept and its relevance

Educational institutes in ancient India

Unit-4 Contemporary Hinduism

Hinduism today in India and the World

Reform movements (Brahmo Samaj, Prarthana Samaj, Arya Samaj and Ramakrishna
Mission)

Yoga in the world

Ethical and ecological perspeciives in Indian thought.

Recommended books:

Gavin Flood — An Introduction to Hinduism
Chandradhar Sharma — A Critical Survey of Indian Philosophy

Surendranath Dasgupta — Yoga Philosophy in Relation to Other Indian Systems of
Thought ’

Anantanand Rambachan — The Advaita Worldview: God, World, and Humanity

HRAT g9 1 wferea sfdem - = soT sureTg

fowg ool Taw9 AR R - 3. Tuaeasy Rard

feeg oot &1 aftmw - 9. fagarr #geEn

AT HEPIA 3R e - . Afd Rurdy
Hﬁﬁmwgﬁm-ﬁ.mm,ﬁmm

Learning Outcomes:

After successfully completing the course, students will be able to:

Explain the key historical developments and foundational concepts of Hinduism

using
critical and scholarly language.

Interpret primary Hindu texts in their philosophical, theological, and cultural contexts.
Differentiate among various schools of Hindu philosophy and articul

doctrines.

ate their core

42 |Page
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e Analyse the ethical and metaphysical dimensions of concepts such as time, triguna,
chaturyuga etc.

o Describe the ritual and devotional practices within Hinduism and their significance in
the lived religion,

Instructions for External Examiner: There will be a total of five questions in this question
paper. The first question will be compulsory, carrying 14 marks, and will be based on the entire
syllabus. This question may be objective or subjective in nature. The remaining four questions
will be asked from different units of the syllabus, and each question will carry 14 marks.
Internal choices will be available for each question. It will be compulsory for the students to
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answer all five questions.

TOTAL MARKS: 70 (TE) TIME: 3hr
Question Number Marks
Question Number 1(compulsory) | 14 Marks
Question Number 2 14 Marks
Question Number 3 14 Marks
Question Number 4 14 Marks
Question Number 5 14 Marks
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SEMESTER: 111
M. A HINDU STUDIES
CORE COURSES, PAPER-2

Course | Course Title Course |[L|T[p L _'rj P[Credii  MARKS
Code - " (Hrs) | Creais | © TI [TE [PI | PE | Total
CC-7 | Punarjanma, | 251/0S/C |31 14 {30 |70 [0 [0 100
Bandhana and | C302 !
Moksa J
S I

Course Description:

This course explores the central metaphysical concerns of Indian philosophy- rebirth
(punarjanma), bondage (bandhana), and liberation (moksha) from multiple textual and
philosophical perspectives. Students will examine the concept of jiva (individual self), the

nature and cause of bondage, and the principle of rebirth as addressed in Sankhya, the
Bhagavadgita, and Buddhist (Pratitya-samutpada) thought.

Through a critical study of Sankh

yakarika, Sankhyatattvakaumudi, and relevant portions from
the Bhagavadgita, the course ai

ms to build a comprehensive understanding of Indian thought

cal action, with relevance to today’s philosophical and spintual
inquiries.

Course Objectives:

* To understand classical Indian perspectives on the jiva, bondage. and liberation.

The students understand and analyze the inter

-relation and applicability of various
pathways of attainment of (rue knowledge given by various Hindu philosophical
systems.

e To analyze the process and psychology of bondage through selected Gita verses

and
Buddhist concepts.
e To reflect on Punarjanma as a philosophical support to dharma and cthical living,
e To develop comparative and analytical skills in studying metaphysical doctrines.
Unit 1:

* A General Concept of Atma and Jiva in Hindu Schools of Philosophy
e Nature of Consciousness and 11s manilestation in Advaita Tradition
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Pashu Pramata (The Bound Perceiver) and Shiv Pramata (The Universal Percerver) in
Shaivism

Unit 2:
*  Definitions of Bandhan Categorics: Prakritik, Vaikiitil, Dakshanik

*  The root-cause of Bandhan (Gita 3.37 — 3.41), and the process of bondage: Gita (2.62-

66).
* Agyaan (Vedanta), Mithya-gyaan (Nyaya), Mithya-drishti (Bauddha), Avivck
(Samkhya)
Unit 3:

e The principle of Punarjanma as continuation of Karmic impressions
*  Pratitya-samutpada (Buddhist concept of dependent origination) and its twelve links
*  Ethical and spiritual function of rebirth in upholding Dharma
Unit 4:
*  Conceptions of Moksha and Nirvana in Hindu Schools of Philosophy
* Different Paths of Moksha: Abhyasa, Karma, Bhakti and Jnana

* Spintual freedom in contemporary society

¢ Relevance of Moksa/ liberation in modern life

Suggested Readings

e Sanatana Dharma (An Elementary Textbook of Hindu Religion and Ethics) — The
Managing Committee, Central Hindu College, Benares, 1916.

e Shrimad Bhagawad Gita (Tattvavivechani) — By Jayadayal Goyandka, Geeta Press,
Gorakhpur, 2015.

* Samkhya-Karika of Isvara Krushna, (Hindi Tr), Jagannatha Shastri, Motilal
Benarsidass, Delhi, 2003.

o Samkhya-Karika of IsvaraKrushna, (English Tr. By Wilson), Delhi, 1978.

Sarvadarshana-samgraha (English translation) by E.B.Cowell and A.E.Gough, Parimal
publications, Delhi, 1986.

Sarvadarshana-Samgraha of Madhavacharya, MLBD, New Delhi, 1996
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® A Cntical Survey of Indian Philosophy (English), Chandradhar Sharma, ML

Delhi, 1979,

Learning Outcomes

BD, New

» Interpret the Indian philosophical concepts of rebirth, bondage, and liberation with

depth and clarity.

e Apply scriptural wisdom to ethical and existential questions in modern contexts.

e Compare diverse schools of Indian thought on issues of metaphysics and soteriology.

e Develop coherent arguments using primary Sanskrit texts and commentaries.

Instructions for External Examiner: There will be a total of five questions in this question
paper. The first question will be compulsory, carrying 14 marks, and will be based on the entire
syllabus. This question may be objective or subjective in nature. The remaining four questions
will be asked from different units of the syllabus, and each question will carry 14 marks.
Internal choices will be available for each question. It will be compulsory for the students to

answer all five questions.

TOTAL MARKS: 70 (TE) TIME: 3hr j
Question Number Marks —’
Question Number I(compulsory) | 14 Marks
Question Number 2 14 Marks
Question Number 3 14 Marks
Question Number 4 14 Marks

LQuestion Number 5 14 Marks
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SEMESTER: ITI
M. A HINDU STUDIES
CORE COURSES, PAPER-3

" Cours | Course Title | Course ID LF' rlL WTT'P‘ Credi/  MARKS
£ ~ (Hrs) | Credits | TI |TE [PI | PE | Total
Code l 1
CC-9 | Introductionto | 25I/HS/C {3 |1 |0 |3 |1 04 30 [70 [0 |0 | 100 |
Allied €303 .
Concepts of [ '
Hindutva |
| L

|
|
J

Course Description:

1

This course provides a critical and comprehensive exploration of the allied philosophical,
socio-cultural, and political ideas that underpin the concept of Hindutva. While Hindutva 1s
often viewed through a narrow ideological lens, this course endeavors to broaden the
perspective by engaging with its foundational influences, including ideas of dharma,
rashtra, sanskriti (culture), swabhiman (self-respect), and samaj (society). This paper
explores the profound dharmic legacy through moral teachings of poets and saints,
emphasizing their impact on literature and arts. It contextualizes key historical and literary
milestones in Bharatiya history, offering insights into the cultural and spiritual evolution
that has shaped Bharat's diverse heritage over centuries.

Course Objectives:

By the end of this course, students will be able to:

Understand the origin and evolution of the concept of Hindutva and distinguish it from the
broader term Hinduism.

Explore the foundational ideas of dharma, rashtra, and sanskriti as allied concepts to
Hindutva.

Analyze the contributions of key thinkers and texts that shaped the Hindutva discourse.
Critcally assess the socio-political dimensions of Hindutva in the context of Indian history
and identity.

Engage with contemporary critiques and defenses of Hindutva from multiple disciplinary
perspectives.

Develop an informed and nuanced perspective on the relevance of Hindutva-related
concepts in modern Indian society.

Syllabus

Unit I: Understanding Translation and Untranslatability

f’J“’\VL 47 |Page



Dharma, Sampradaya, Atma, Darsana, Iswara, Bhagawana, Prabhu, Mana, Buddhi, Pl‘ﬂmd'[d
Sisya, Devata, Smrti, Mandira, Adhyatma, Prema, Asura, Daitya, Rakshasa, Shastra, Padartha,
Dravya, Rastra, Varna, Jati, Shanti, Risi, Muni, Guru, Kala, Sastriya-Sangita, Pandita, Maya,
Str1, Mahila, Naari, Nyaya, Indriya, Purushartha, Vidya, Avidya, Moksha, Nirvana, Prana

Unit

°

Unit
-]

2: Spiritual Heritage of the Bharat

Important Tirtha & Sapta Puris (Ayodhya, Mathura clc) .
Major Sakti Pijhas: Kamartipa (Assam), Ivilamulkhi (IHimachal), Daksayani (Tamil
Nadu), clc.

Dwadash Jyotirlingas: Importance and their Relevance

The Chardhama: Importance and their Relevance

Mathas and Peethas: Four Mathas of Sankaracirya, Nath mathas, Vaishnava Peethas

3: Kavis and Kavya Shastra
Rupak: Definition and its type
Tattvas: Rasa, Abhinaya, Kathavastu, Patra
Chhandas: Anustupa, Upajati, Indravajra, Upendravajra, Vasanta-Tilaka, Mandakranta,

Some Kavis: Bhasa, Kalidas, Ashvaghosh, Somdev Suri, Hala, Kalhan,
Chandabaradai

Unit 4: Briefs: Some Kings and Dynasties:

Maurya Dynasty (Main Rulers, Statecraft and governance, Chanakya and political
philosophy, Cultural unification of Bharat)

Shunga Dynasty (Main Rulers, Brahmanical & Religious Revival, Art, Literature &
Intellectual Growth)

Gupta Dynasty ( Main Rulers, Patronage of arts and S‘anskrit, Political integration,
Gupta Golden Age)

Chola Dynasty (Main Rulers, Temple civilization, Shaiva traditions, Military & Naval
Power, Expansion of Hindu culture)

Essential! Recommended Readings

Change and continuity in Indian Religion, ] Gonda, London, 1965. .

Social & Political Implications of Concepts of Justice and Dharma, Chousalkar Ashok
S., Mittal Publications, Delhi, 1986.

Ancient and Medieval India by HC Verma

AT # 3fagr, dran, @, 3w gy fodr Heurs, oraers, smrs,
g 2019, HoqH HEIOT|

mﬁaﬁm",ﬁ.tﬁ.m.awﬁwmm_aéfaﬁﬁ.mﬁm

TERT 3 AT WA, FSEir, ALY fRwdl T e,
HrgTer, 2018
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o Ancient India: Spiritualism and Science, Dr. Om Prabhat Agarwal.

Learning Outcomes
After the completion of the course the students will-
e Gain a deep understanding of Bharat's darsanas.
o Appreciate the moral and spiritual teachings of Indian saints and poets.
o Be knowledgeable about major historical and literary milestones in Bharat.

o Develop an appreciation for the diversity and creativity in literature and arts.

Instructions for External Examiner: There will be a total of five questions in this question
paper. The first question will be compulsory, carrying 14 marks, and will be based on the entire
syllabus. This question may be objective or subjective in nature. The remaining four questions
will be asked from different units of the syllabus, and each question will carry 14 marks.
Internal choices will be available for each question. It will be compulsory for the students to
answer all five questions.

TOTAL MARKS: 70 (TE) TIME: 3hr

Question Number Marks

Question Number 1(compulsory) | 14 Marks

Question Number 2 14 Marks
Question Number 3 14 Marks
Question Number 4 14 Marks
Question Number 5 14 Marks

‘/l‘; .,J. Ve
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SEMESTER: 111
M. A HINDU STUDIES

DSE
| Cours | Course Title | Course ID LJ‘T']T’ L | Tr”JP | Credil i MARKS
¢  (Hrs) | Credits “ I [TE Pl PE
Code | | B Ul i
| DSE-3 | Hindu 251/HS/D (21 [0 [2 [1 [o[3 25 |50 [0 o

|
Thinkers $301 l l

Course Description:

This course offers an in-depth study of prominent Hindu thinkers who h

ave shaped the
intellectual, spiritual, and socio-

cultural fabric of India across centuries. From ancient sages
and philosophers to modern reformers and revivalists, the course highlights the continuity and
dynamism of Hindu thought traditions. This course also aims at touching upon the historical
background of Hindu thinkers and impact of their thoughts.

Course Objectives:

e To familiarize the students with prominent thoughts of distinguished Hindu thinkers of
ancient and modem times.

 To create awareness among students about rich and multi-faceted heritage of Hindu
Thought and thinkers who played a pivotal role in the making of Indian Knowledge
System.

o To Understand the core philosophical, ethical, and socio-political ideas of major Hindu
thinkers.

o

To Trace the historical and intellectual develo

pment of Hindu thought from the Vedic
age to the modern period.

To Analyze the responses of Hindu thinkers to colonialism. modemity, and social

reform.

° To Appreciate the diversity within the Hindu tradition as reflected in different schools
and thinkers.

o ToEv

aluate the ongoing relevance of Hindu thinkers in sh
discourse on culture, dentity, and spirttuality.

e To Develop critical and comparative perspectives on traditional
ol Hindu pmlosophy and praxis

aping contemporary Indian

and modem expressions

50[Page
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Unit: I (Ancient Hindu Thinkers-I)

Panini: Descriptive Techniques of Panini, Structure and methods of grammar, Panian
notion ol sentence and word,

Patanjali: The grammarian, author of Mahabhashya, main concepts: Definition of
Word, Purpose of grammar, Idea of Sphota

Unit: 1T (Ancient Hindu Thinkers-11)

e Bhatrihari Author of Vakyapadiyam, Concept of Sabdabrahma, Sphota,Kala

o Acharya Samkara Commentator of the Prasthanatraya, exponent of Advaita Vedanta
Concept of Brahma!), Atman, relation between Brahma!) and Atman, three Jevels of
reality, maya, Vivartavada.

® Acharya Ramanujacharya and his influence on Bhakti saints from across Bharata
Unit III (Modern Hindu Thinkers)
Bal Gangadhar Tilak

s Swaraj (self-rule), Cultural Nationalism
e Intellectual & Scholarly Work

Mahatma Gandhi

e Satyagraha, Ahimsa (Nonviolence), Self-Reliance
* Social Equality, Ram Rajya

Sri Aurobindo

o Vande Mataram, and Foundation of Indian Culture
o Integral Yoga and Spiritual Nationalism

Vinayak Damodar Savarkar

¢ Hindu-Pad-Padshahi, Hindutva, Hindutva Key Pancha Prana
e Abolition of Untouchability

Unit 3: Saint Tradition: Introduction and Contribution

° North India: Tulsidas, Surdas, Mirabai, Ravidas, Namdev, Kabir, Jhulelal, Vidyapau
* South India: Ramanujacharya, Thiruvalluvar Vasavanta, Andal, Narayan Guru

e Other regions: Tukaram, Dnyaneshwar, Narsee Mehta, Guru Nanak Dev, Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu, Shankardev, Samartha Ramdash

\\/\
\1/0-/.‘ F/
9‘.:’{\{‘ ?ﬂ 51|Page



Essential Readings:

o FETS cumee avEad), aeard g, @ Rean, 3 @rfecy JUR gFC
2014

o 3TN AR, @ aGIeATe FOEEC, oo, gHTd gerere, 2013

o AT Wiftey Taga, ANTR, WAFSIT 715, 2018
s Aurobindo The Life Divine. Pondicherry: Aurobindo Ashram, 1970.
e The Lights on Yoga. Calcutla: Arya Publishing Housc, 1942,

e Chaudary, Haridas Ed. The Integral Philosophy Sri Aurobindo. London. George Allen
and Unwin Lid. 1960.

e Naravana, V.S. Modern Indian Thought. Bombay: Asian Publishing House, 1967.

o 8, Puran, A.B. Sri Aurobindo, Some Aspects of His Vision. Bombay. Bhartiya Vidya
Bhavan,1966.

Course Outcomes:
The students will be learn about:

* The intellectual, philosophical and spiritual richness of Hindu Thought.
¢ The meaning and significance of main ideas of distinguished Hindu Thinkers.
*  The practical importance and global relevance of the thoughts being taught in the course.

Instructions for External Examiner: There will be a total of 4 questions in this question
paper. The first question will be compulsory, carrying 14 marks, and will be based on the entire
syllabus. This question may be objective or subjective in nature. The remaining 3 questions
will be asked from different units of the syllabus, and each question will carry 12 marks.

Internal choices will be available for each question. It will be compulsory for the students to
answer a total of four questions.

‘ TOTAL MARKS: 50 (TE) TIME: 2hr

) Question Number Marks

( Question Number 1(compulsory) | 14 Marks

( Question Number 2 12 Marks
' Question Number 3 12 Marks
' Question Number 4 Am\ﬂarl\s\
52| Page
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SEMESTER: IV
CORFE COURSES, PAPER - 1
M. A HINDU STUDIES

Cours (:mﬁ;[:ﬁl—h [ Course l,l T [ rlL 1 T ll’_ Credi B MAB_'(S,,,_.__,f,
e ID “(Hrs) | Credits | |TI [TE [Pl |PE | Total
Code | o I R I il I T R ‘F” ‘
CC-10 Vada 251/HS/4 (3|1 |0 [3 |1 |0|4 30 [70 |0 Io 10
Parampara 01 ’
|
Ll

Course Description:

This course delves into the classical Indian tradition of Vad Parampard, focusing on
$astrartha—the dialogic and analytical method of arriving at truth through dcbate. It
emphasizes the progression from samsaya (doubt) to niscaya (certainty) as the fundamental
movement of knowledge. The course critically explores various forms of discoursc such as
vada, jalpa, and vitanda, while highlighting the importance of Anubandha Catustaya (the
fourfold framework of purpose, subject, relation, and result) in structuring meaningful
philosophical inquiry.

Students will gain an understanding of traditional systems of knowledge organization, with a
focus on fatparya (intentional meaning) and its relevance in Sravana-vidhi (the method of
listening and internalization). The course also mntroduces Tantrayukti—the science of textual
interpretation ‘and structured reasoning—as a research methodology applicable across
disciplines in Indian knowledge systems.

Course Objectives:

e To develop an in-depth understanding of the V'ad Parampara and its role in shaping
Indian philosophical discourse.

o To explore the process of Sastrartha as a journey from doubt (samsaya) to knowledge
(niscaya).

o To examine the structural components of discourse, including vada, jalpa, and
vitanda, and the role of Anubandha Catustaya.

o To introduce Tafparya and sravanpa-vidhi as foundational tools for meaning-making n
scriptural studies.

o To equip students with Tantrayukti as a traditional yet innovative research
methodology for textual analysis and interdisciplinary application.

Unit I

e Vada-Parampara: The method of Shastrartha and the concept of Adhikarana
e From doubt to determination: Samsaya to Niraya

o TV gy
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°  TFamous Historical Shastrarthas: King Janaka vs. Sage Yajnavalkya , Ashtavakra vs
Acharya Bandi Adi Shankaracharya vs. Mandana Mishraetc

Unit 11

° Embarking on Knowledge discovery: Anubandha-catusfaya (adhikari, visaya,

sambandha, prayojana)

e Kathi (nature and types of Katha): Vada, Jalpa, Vitanda
Unit 1N
e Orgamization of knowledge: Sira, Bhasya, Varttika, Vrui, Tika, Tippani, And
Sangraha
-]

Analysing “tatparya” ol knowledge through sravana—vidhi:

Upakrama, Upasamhara, Abhydsa, Apiirvata, Phala, Arthavada,

Upapatti
e Analysing “

tatparya” of knowledge through six-fold process (sadvidha tattparya-
nirnayaka linga): Sruti, Linga, Vikya, Prakarana, Sthana, Samalhya

Unit IV

e Tantrayukti: "Research methodology" in context of Natural Sciences, Ayurveda,
Jurisprudence, Social Science, etc.

® Naiyyayika -Prakriya
¢ Understanding of Vedas through Vedangas and Patha-Paddhati

Recommended Readings

I Vada in Theory and Practice, Radhavallabh Tripathi, I1AS, Shimla. DK Print World,

New Delhi, 2016 2. A Modern Introduction to Indian Logic, SS Barlingay, National
Publishing House, 1965

2 A Modern Introduction to Indian Logic, SS Barlingay, N
1965

3 Tantra Prakashika, Dr. Bishnupriya Mohanty, Ch

ational Publishing House,

aukhambha Prakashak. 2023
Recommended Readings

1. Barlingay, SS, A Modemn Introduction to Indian Logic

Tripathi, Datta Kamlesh, The Structure of the Sastra and the Tradition
overview of the Indian Exegesis

Vidyabhusana, S.C., A History of Indian Logic, Motilal Banars: Das, 2006

4. Tripathi, Radhavallabh, Vada in Theory and Practice, D.K-Printworld Itd, New Delhi.
2006.

!\J

al Exegesis: An

Learning Outcomes

e Afler the completion of the course the students will—
o Understand Sastrartha and adhikarra in Vada—Parampara tradition
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e Navigate [rom Sansaya to Nirritaya in darsanaic discourse
o Lcam types of katha and their roles in knowledge exchange
e Grasp Anubandha-chatu~taya's

Instructions for External Examiner: There will be a total of five questions in this question
paper. The first question will be compulsory, carrying 14 marks, and will be basced on the entire
syllabus. This question may be objective or subjective in nature. The remaining four questions
will be asked from different units of the syllabus, and each question will carry 14 marks.
Internal choices will be available for each question It will be compulsory for the students to

answer all five questions.

TOTAL MARKS: 70 (TE) TIME: 3hr
Question Number Marks
Question Number 1(compulsory) | 14 Marks
Question Number 2 14 Marks
Question Number 3 14 Marks

I Question Number 4 14 Marks
Question Number 5 14 Marks

g
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SEMESTER: IV
CORE COURSES, PAPER - 2
M. A HINDU STUDIES
~ Course Title M/

P| Cred MARKS

s 'tr [T [PI [PE | Total

Applicability
of Western
Methods for
Understanding
Indian Texts...

251/HS/
CC402

30 170 |0 0 100

Course Description:

methodologies and Indian textual traditio
philological, literary,

texts, and critically examines their relevance, effectiveness, and limitations.

Imposed by Western intellectual frameworks,
interpretation, and stereotyping. The study also asse
uncover and challenge biases in Western academic

This course introduces students to the critical €ngagement between Western

ns. It seeks to explore how Western philosophical,
and hermeneutical approaches have been applied to the study of Indian

This paper critically evaluates Western perspectives on Bharat, éxamining constraints

It explores issues of representation, historical

Sses concepts of neutral Inquiry,

aiming to
discourse about Bharat.

Course Objectives:

To familiarize students with

key Western methodological approaches n tex(yal
Interpretation.

To acquaint the students with (he influence of Hindu Shastras on Western philosophical
systems.

To examine the influence of these

approaches on the study of Indian Scriptures, epics,
and philosophical texts.

To develop interdisciplinary and comp

arative skills in the interpretation of (¢
To build awareness about methodologi

XIs.
cal appropriateness and cultural context

Unit 1:

Traditional Western restrictions on limits of free mquiry
Wesicern descriptions of Bharat and tradition

al literary theories (Greek thinkers.,
Historical, Biographical ele.)

. 56| Page
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e Overview of Indian traditional methods (anvaya-vyatircka, Shastra, Agam-Nigam,
clc.)

Unit 2:

|. Marxism and Critical Theory
e Role of class and economics as analytical devices

o Critical Theory - A theory with a purpose: A review ol its history and the
intention of advance Leflist thought in Europe

o Gramsci and “‘hegemony”
2. Structuralism
o Ferdinand de Saussure, influence of Sanskrit linguistics, and consequential
differences
(words have no inherent meanings)
* Emphasis on objectivity, scientific approach
3. Need for comparative methodological reflection in modern academia

Unit 3:
1. Post-structuralism

e Demda and influence of Upanishadic relativism

o Deconstruction — loss of reference and endless deferral of meaning,
reviewer at liberty to craft meanings
» Demda, Foucault, and the critique of author/text
2. Postcolonialism and Indian Texts

o Edward Said, Gayatri Spivak — Postcolonial engagement with Indian
knowledge

o Subaltern studies, the Bhartiya Stree Vimarsh and resistance to Western
models

e Decolonial hiterature

Unit 4:

Orientalism-theorizing Bharat in the Western experience

Descriptions of Bharat through Ienses of post-modernism and deconstruction
Ornentalism

Can Indian texts be studied from within their own categories (c.g., Dharma,
Kama, moksha, artha)?

Methodological decolonization: limits and possibilities

Suggested Readings

o Adams, Hazard. Critical Theory Since Plato

o Colonial Discourse and Post-Colonial Theory: A Reader, Williams, Patrick and Laura
Chrnisman, Columbia Press, NY

e Compamtve Indian Literature, K. M. George, Kerala Sahitya Akadem, 1984

. ' 57| Page
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° Dccolomzing the Hindu Mind, Dr Koenraad Elst, Rupa & Co., 2005
°  Devy, G. N. Indian Luterary Criticism: Theory and Interpretation o
*  Devy, G.N. A lier Amnesia: Tradition and Change in Indian Literary Criticism
* Dictionary &/Literary Terms and literary Theory, Penguin
° Elst, Koenraad. Hindu Dharma and the Culture War
® Essays in Indian History: towards a Marxisl Perception, Irfan Habib
Gender and Politics of istory, Joan Scott, Oxford University Press, 1989.
Indra's Net: Defending Hinduism's Philosophical Unity, Raj iv Malhotra, Harper
Collins, 2016
Invading the Sacred' An Analysis of Hinduism Studies in America, edited by Krishnan
Ramaswamy, Antonio de Nicolas, and Adili Banerjee, Rupa & Co., 2007
Kapoor, Kap 11 Dimensions of Paniny Grammar
Kapoor, Kapil language, linguistics and literature: The Indian Perspective
Kapoor, Kapil. literary Theory: Indian Contextual Framework
Marxism and the Methodology of History, Gregor McLennan
Marxist Historiography: A Global Perspective, Editors — Wang and Iggers
Marxist History Writing for the 215 Century, Edit. Chris Wickham
Postmodernism or the Cultural Logic of Late Capitalism; Fredric Johnson
Reflections on the Marxist Theory of History, Paul Blackledge
The Battle.for Sanskrit: Is Sanskrit Political or Sacred? Oppositions, Outsiders versus
Insiders, Rajiv Malhotra, Harper Collins, 2016
The Creation of Patriarchy, Lerner Gerda, Oxford University Press, 1986.
Western Foundations of the Caste System, Martin Farek, Dunkin Jalki, Sufiya Pathan,
and Prakash Shah, Palgrave Macmillan, 2020

White Mythologies, History and the West, Rubert Young, Routledge, 1990.

Learning Outcomes

Articulate key Western methodologies and
Develop a nuanced understanding of cross-
Evaluate the benefits and drawbacks of app

Apply multple frameworks (Indian
contextually.

assess their applicability to Indian tex(s,
cultural interpretation.

lying modem theories to traditional texts.
and Western) (o a selected Indian text critically and

Contribute to constructive and sensitive scholarship in Indian studies.
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Instructions for External Examiner: There will be a total of five questions in this question
paper. The first question will be compulsory, carrying 14 marks, and will be based on the entire
syllabus. This question may be objective or subjective in nature. The remaining four questions
will be asked from different units of the syllabus, and cach question will carry 14 marks.
Internal choices will be available for each question. It will be compulsory for the students to

answer all five questions.

TOTAL MARKS: 70 (TE) TIME: 3hr N
Question Number Marks
Question Number 1(compulsory) | 14 Marks
Question Number 2 14 Marks
Question Number 3 14 Marks
Question Number 4 14 Marks
Buestion Number 5 14 Marks
s A~
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SEMESTER: 1V

DSE-4
M. A HINDU STUDIES

o REAL AR AN R T
'Course | Course Title Course | L TJ_P L J I'__[ P Cer'Jf 7 '}:,A 'PE. | Tot. |
Code | 1D (Hrs) | Credits (s T | TE 70*4 ()_{ ; 75’ 1
= | . —_— ——Tr 1 |
| DSE Tantrigama- &1 !

vimarsa DS401

| (New Paper)

251Ms/ |21 Jo [2 |1 0/3

L _ll—-——_“__l

Course Description

This course mtroduces students to the philosophical, ritualistic, linguistic, and cultural
dimensions of the Tantragama tradition within Indian knowledge systems. It examines the
origin, development, classifications, and principal doctrines of Tantra and Agama literature

with special reference to Saiva, Sakta, and Vaisnava traditions. The course also explores major

concepts such as mantra, yantra, mudra, diksa, cakra, kundal

in Tantric practice.

Through textual study and critical discussion
scriptures and  interpretative traditions,
philosophical schools. The paper further a
hermeneutics, symbolism, ritual methodo]
discourse.

The course encourages interdisciplinary reflection
acsthetics, spirituality, psychology. language, and cultur.
evaluate both traditional perspectives and modern inte

rpretations of Tantragama traditions.

Course Objectives
After completing this unit, students wil] be able to:

|

Understand the historical development and conceptual found

ations ofTanlrigamu
traditions in India.

2. Examine the philosophical principles oféaiva, Sakta, and Vaisnava Tantric traditions
with special reference to Sakti, consciousness, and liberation.

3. Analyze the significance of mantra, yantra, chakra, mudrd, and Kundaling in Tantnic
theory and praclice.

4 Evaluate the contribution of Tantragama traditions to temple worship, rifya] systems,
1conography, yoga, and Indian cultural practices. '

5. Develop a eritical and scholarly understanding of Tantra by

tilstlnguislung s

authentic philosophical dimensions from modern misconceptions ang distortiong

. 60| Page

in1, and the role of guru-parampara

» students will engage with important Tantric
particularly from Kashmir Shajvism and allied
ims to develop analytical understanding of Tantric
0gy, and their relevance in contemporary intellectual

on Tantra in relation to philosophy,
al studies, enabling leamers 1o crtically

ﬁ " §) "' '&



bQUUUUOUUJQUVUv-v

Unit-1 Introduction to Tantra and Agama

e Meaning and definitions of Tantra and Agama

e Historical evolution of Tantric traditions

e Tantra as philosophy, ritual, and spiritual discipline
o

Mantra, Yantra, Mudra , Nyisa, Diksa
Unit-2 Saiva Agamas : Kashmir Saivism

Unit-3 Sakta Tantras

Unit-4 Vaisnava Paiicaritra and Vaikhdnasa traditions

Suggested Readings

1. T, Sdreraes. (2015). @7 37 sReT Fegpfa. 3R v R e
M, THATS. (2012). AR 7 Fofa. Toreur Redr I 3eHT)

L

3. T, IERER. (2016). HRAT 7T AreT FHiv Fol7, A LA
TR |

4. 9USh, Midegdes. (2010). HRAT FIEAT F ORT. NFAA T2
2fadd), gARvEE. (2017). A/ JFHETT. TTHAT WH2|

6. el MAATT HRRS. (2014). FTHF a5AT # e gfee TFUldee
T et

7. Ffaws, MdEm (2011). HRAT FEFIT 3 arerr. gR UseHraT g

8. afrss, degee. (2018). 77 &¥far: fAgqerea ik arear dhaear
aRwoerferar|

9. TAg, *aed. (2019). 97 g9 I #Fvav dlawT, vharar AR
UhIRTT |

10. Avalon, A. (Trans.). (1916/1977). Kularnava Tantra. Motilal Banarsidass.

11. Singh, J. (Trans.). (1979). Vijnana Bhairava: The Practice of Centring Awareness
Motilal Banarsidass.

12. Singh, J. (Trans.). (1979). Shiva Sutras: The Yoga of Supreme Identity. Motilal
Banarsidass.

I3 Sankaranarayanan, S. (Trans.). (2006). Saundarya Lahari of Sri Sankaracharya.
Samata Books.

14 Bharati, A. (1975). The tantric tradition. Rider & Company

I5 Eliade, M. (2009). Yoga. Immortality and freedom (W. R. Trask, Trans.). Princeton
Umiversity Press. (Original work published 1958)

16. Sanderson, A. (1988). Sarvism and the tantric traditions. In S. Sutherland, L. Houl
P. Clarke, & F. Hardy (Eds.), The world's religions (pp. 660-704). Routledge.

9, N ' }“\ ‘ %}Jf
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17.Singh, J. (2003). Kashmir Shaivism. The central philosophy of tantrism. Sri Satguru
Publications.

18. Lakshmanjoo, S. (2007). Kashmir Shaivism: The secret supreme. Universal Shaiva
Fellowship.

Instructions for the External Examiner:

There will be a total of 4 questions in this question paper. The first question will be compulsory,
carrying 14 marks, and will be based on the entire syllabus. This question may be objective or
subjective in nature. The remaining 3 questions will be asked from different units of the
syllabus, and each question will carry 12 marks. Internal choices will be available for each
question. It will be compulsory for the students to answer a total of four questions.

TOTAL MARKS: 50 (TE) TIME: 2hr

Question Number Marks

Question Number 1(compulsory) | 14 Marks

Question Number 2 12 Marks
Question Number 3 12 Marks
Question Number 4 12 Marks
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Seminar Course

The Seminar course is basically an interdisciplinary course designed for students to enrich their
presentanon and writing skills. Criucal engagement with faculty, peers will help them to chart
out topics for their research, and dissertation. One of the aims of this course 1s to aware them
about the methodology of their select topics. It will help them 1n participating International,
National Seminars, Conferences and Debates.
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