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Paper I: Research Methodology

Credits 04

Max Marks: 100

Theory Marks: 70

Internal Marks: 30

Duration of Examination: 3 hours

Course Objectives:

1 To develop a clear understanding of research concepts. types. methods, and ethical

practices.

2. To build foundational knowledge and analytical skills required for literary research,

3. To train students in academic writing. documentation. formatting, and referencing

techniques.

4. To enable students to design research proposals and explore diverse theoretical

approaches in literary studies.

Course Outcomes:

1. Students will be able to explain and apply various research methods, identify primary

and secondary sources, and follow ethical research practices.

Students will be able to formulate research problems, conduct literature reviews, and

apply textual and interdisciplinary approaches in literary analysis

2.

3

4

Students will be able to produce well-structured research papers with proper citation.

formatting. and academic style.

Students will be able to prepare research proposals, review books and tilms eritically

and identify potential areas for literary research.

Unit-I: Research: Concept, Types and Methods

a Research: Why, What and How"

Types and Approaches

e I thies in Research, Plagiarism, Intellectual Property Right Copyright

d. Inductive and Deductive. Qualitative and Quantitative, Spatial, Chronological, Cause and

ftect, Comparison and Contrast, etc.

e Primary and Secondary Sources

1 Resources: Library (Print and Online), Field, Archives, Documentaries, EResources (UGC

Infonet. INFLIBNET and IRNFT), Online Repository and Preparation of Working

Bibliography

g. Field Methods, Designing and Conducting Interviews, Preparation of Questionnaire ete.

Unit-I1: Basies of Literary Research

a. Meaning, Objectives and Approaches

b. Relevance of Literary Research

e. Selection of Topie
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d. Review of Literature and Ivaluation

e. Formulating the Objectives and Hypothesis
f. Framing a Methodology

g. Textual, Inter-textual and Inter-disciplinary Analysis
h. Note-taking, Note-making. Summary and Paraphrasing

Unit- III: Tools/Techniques for Rescarch

a. Referencing:Citing Print. Web and Archival Sources, Quotations (run-on and runoff ete.)

and Notes, as per MLA latest edition.

b. Tools/ Techniques: Softwares like Mendeley etc., softwares for paper formatting like MS

Office. Software for detection of Plagiarism like Turnitin/ Drillbit etc.

Unit-IV: Research Proposal, Review and Potential Areas/Approaches of Literary

Rescarch

a. Literary Theories and Approaches: Indian and Western

b. Potential Research Areas in Literary Research

c. Sample Synopsis/Research Proposal
d. Book and Film Review

e. Writing a Research Paper- Selecting a Topic, Preparing a Working Bibliography and

Outlining a Research Paper

Essential Readings:

MLA Handbook: Rethinking Documentation for the Digital Age (MLA Handbook for Writers

of Research Papers) 9 th Ed. Modern Language Association of America, 2016. (Subsequent

Revised Eds. of MLA Handbook) MLA Style Sheet (Latest Edition).

Suggested Readings:

The Chicago Manual of Style: The Essential Guide for Writers, Editors and Publishers

Latest Edition.

Guerin. Wilfred L. (et al). Eds. A Handbook of Critical Approaches to Literature. (Fourth

edition) Delhi: OUP, 2010.

Harris R. Steven and Kathleen A. Johnson. Eds. Teaching Literary Research Challenges in a

Changing Environment. Chicago: Association of College and Research Libraries, 2009.

Kothari. C. R. Research Methodology Methods and Techniques, New Delhi: Wiley and

Eastern Lid., 2008.

Kumar. Ranjit. Research Methodology. A Step by Step Ciuide for Beginners. New Delhi: Sage

Publications, 2014.

Marcuse, Michael J. A Reference Guide for English Studies. Oxford: University of California

Press, 1990.

Williams, Kate and Jude Carroll. Keferencing and Understanding Plagiarism. Palgrave

Macmillan, 2009.



Assignments: (Marks 30)
1. Write a Research Proposal (15)
2. Write a Research Paper (15)

Instructions to paper- setters:-

1. The question paper will consist of a total of nine questions. Question I will be compulsory.
comprising short-answer question of 2 marks each. (7x2-14 marks)

2. Question 2 and 3 will be from Unit I carrying 14 marks. Candidate is required to attempt
any 1 out of given 2.

3. Question 4 and 5 will be from Unit II carrying 14 marks. Candidate is required to attempt
any 1 out of given 2.

4. Question 6 and 7 will be from Unit III carrying 14 marks. Candidate is required to attempt
any I out of given 2.

5. Question 8 and 9 will be from Unit IV carrying 14 marks.Candidate is required to attempt
any 1 out of given 2.



PAPER I1: Contemporary Literary Thought and Critical Approaches

Credits: 04

Max Marks: 100

Theory Marks: 70

Internal Marks: 30

Duration of Examination: 3 hours

Course Objectives:

1.

2.

To introduce students to major theoretical frameworks such as postcolonialism.

diaspora studies. indigenous knowledge sy tems, and tribal literature through
prescribed texts.
To develop an understanding of adaptation, translation studies. and comparative

literature in relation to literary theory and practice.

3. To explore interdisciplinary and cultural approaches including ecocriticism.

performance traditions, cinema, gender studies, and oral literature.

4. To familiarize students with Indian and Western poetics and emerging trends in

contemporary literary studies.

Course Outcomes:

1. Students will be able to critically analyze postcolonial, diasporic, and tribal texts

using appropriate theoretical frameworks.

2. Students will be able to explain and apply concepts from adaptation theory.

3.

4.

translation studies, and comparative literature in textual analysis.

Students will be able to interpret literary texts through interdisciplinary perspectives

such as cultural studies, ecocriticism, gender studies, and folk traditions.

Students will be able to compare Indian and Western poetics and evaluate emerging

trends in contemporary literary research.

Unit - I: Literary Theory

1. Marxism

2. Psychoanalytic Criticism

3. Structuralism and Post-structuralism

4 Deconstruction

5. Feminism and Masculine Studies

6. Postcolonial Theory

7 Icocriticism

Unit - II: Interdisciplinary and Contemporary Approaches

1 Translation Studies

2. Cultural Studies

3. Film Studies

4. Disability Studies

5. Trauma Studies



6. Digital Humanities

Unit - III: Schools of Indian Poctics

1. Rasa

2

5.

Alamkar

Dhvani

Auchitya

Vakrokti

6. Riti

Unit-IV: Methods of Literary Research
1. Auto/biography as a Research Method

2. Oral History as a Research Method

3. Visual Method

+ Discourse Analysis

5. Ethnographic Method

6. Textual Analysis
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7. Interview Method

Suggested Readings:

Eliot. Simon and W. R. Owens. A Handbook to Literary Research.London: Routledge &

Open University, 1989.

Griffin, Gabriele. Research Methods for English studies. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University

Press. 2013.

Nayar. Pramod K. Contemporary Literary and Cultural Theory From Structuralism

Ecocriticism. Pearson Education India, 2014.

Assignments for Internal Assessment: (Marks 30)

1. One approach to a literary piece

2 Review of literature

to

Instructions to paper- setters:-

1. The question paper will consist of a total of nine questions. Question I will be compulsory,

comprising short-answer question of 2 marks cach. (7x2-14 marks)

2.Question 2 and 3 will be from Unit Icarrying 14 marks. Candidate is required to attempt
any I out of given 2

3. Question 4 and 5 will be from Unit II carrying 14 marks. Candidate is required to attempt
any 1 out of given 2



4. Question 6 and 7 will be from Unit III carrying 14 marks. Candidate is required to attempt
any 1 out of given 2.

5. Question 8 and 9 will be from Unit IV carrying 14 marks.Candidate is required to attempt

any 1 out of given 2.



PAPER III: Seminar Presentation

Credits: 04

Max Marks: 100

Internal Marks: 50

External Marks: 50

Course Objectives:

1. To develop effective oral communication skills for presenting academic content.

2. To train students in organizing and structuring a seminar presentation logically and

coherently.

3. To enhance the use of visual aids, multimedia, and body language to support clear

communication.

4. To build confidence in engaging with an audience, handling questions, and managing

discussion.

Learning Outcomes:

By the end of the paper/seminar, students will be able to:

1. Deliver a clear. structured, and engaging presentation of research or literature review

content.

2. Use visual aids (slides, charts. diagrams) effectively to enhance audience

understanding.
3. Demonstrate professional communication skills, including voice modulation, eye

contact, and pacing.

4. Respond confidently and thoughtfully to audience questions and feedback during a
seminar.

S.No. Course Assessment Components Marks/Weightage

(%)

Writing of Concept Paper/ Working Paper/

Review article and report Submission

50 (50%)

2. Presentation & Viva - Voce (End-Term) 50 (50%)

100Total Marks



Note:- 1. The research scholar is required to prepare a concept paper/ working paper/ review

paper by reviewing at least 30 research papers/ reference books/ dissertations/ other reports

etc. in the area of research.

2. The research scholar is required to make a presentation based on the review paper as above

and also to participate in the Viva Voce before the Evaluation/DRC Committee to be

constituted by the Dean/Director (with one external expert) and be evaluated.

3. This course has no written theory end-term examination.
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Course Objectives:

1

PAPER IV: Research Publication and Ethics

1o understand the importance of being ethical in carrying out research and publication

activities.

2. To differentiate the quality publication practices and how to be cognizant about dubious

publishing practices/publishers

3. To have an increased awareness about open access' and contribution of research output to

open access publishing platforms

4. To get acquainted with the software/ databases which are necessary for carrying out

research work.

Unit-1

Philosophy and Ethics. Introduction to Philosophy: definiti
on, nature and scope, concept.

branches. Ethics: Definition, moral philosophy, nature of moral judgments and reactions.

Unit-I1

Scientific Conduct: Ethies
 with respect to science and research, Intellectua

l honesty and

research integrity, Scientific mis
conducts. Falsification

. Fabrication and Plagiarism (FFP).

Redundant publications: duplicate and o
verlapping publications, sa

lami slicing, Selective

reporting and misrepresentation of data.

Unit-III

Publication Ethics: Pub
lication ethics: detini

tion. introduction a
nd importance, Best

practices/standards se
tting initiatives and 

guidelines: COPE, WAME etc., Conflicts of

interest, Publication mis
conduct: Definition. c

oncept, problems that lead to unethical

behavior and vice versa, types. Violation of publication ethics, authorship and

contributorship, Identif
ication of publication misconduct

. complaints and appeal,
 Predatory

publishers and journals.

Unit-1V

Open Access Publishing: Open access 
publications and initiati

ves, SHERPA/RoMEO
 online

resource to check publisher copyright & self-archiving policies. So
ftware tool to identify

predatory publications deve
loped by SPPU: UGC-CARE list of journals. Journal

finder/journal suggestion tools viz, JANE. Elsevier Journal Finder, Springer Journal

Suggester. etc.

Unit-V

Publication Misconduct: Group di
scussions. Subject specific ethical issues, FFP, authorship.

Conflicts of interest. Complaints and appeals: examples and fraud from India and abro
ad.

Software tools: Use of reference management software like Mendeley, Zotero etc, and anti-

plagiarism software like Turnitin, Urkund



Unit-VI

Databases and research metrics:

Databases:

Indexing databases. Citation databa
ses: Web of Science. Scopus etc..

Research Metrics:

Impact factor of journal as per Journal Citation Report, SNIP. SJR. IPP. Cite Score, Metric
s:

h-index. g-index, i-10 index. altmetrics
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